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INTRODUCTION

It is a signal honour, yet one not undeserved, that this volume of
Herbertia should be dedicated to the Amaryllidaceae of Southern Africa.
From the earliest days of botanical exploration at the Cape of Good
Hope, more than 250 years ago, South African Amaryllidaceae have
been among the foremost favourites in cultivation oversea. That they
have made notable contributions to horticulture is obvious from their
sustained popularity.

Although few of the South African species approach the true
Amaryllis (Hippeastrum) in size of flowers, what the majority lack in
this respect, they amply make up in artistic effect. The genus Nerine
soon came into prominence by reason of the outstanding species Nerine
sarniensts, which was one of the first to meet the collectors eye on the
(‘ape Peninsula. Callicore rosea Link, the misnamed Cape ‘‘Belladonna
Lily’’, and Crinum longifolium Thunb., were also early in cultivation in
Holland and elsewhere. Later various species of Haemanthus and
Cyrtanthus and Vallota speciosa D. & S. *‘George Lily’’ ete., began to
find a permanent place in European gardens, until today there can be
few countries in which South African Amaryllidaceac are not repre-
sented in cultivation.

Evidence of appreciation of the family in South Africa is not lack-
ing, but unlike many oversea gardeners, few local gardeners have devoted
serious attention to the fascinating study of hybridisation. Tt is con-
fidently anticipated that time will show considerable advance in this
direction, encouraged by the valuable information contained in Herbertia.

This is not the first volume of Herbertia in which South African
Amaryllidaceae have been prominently featured. In the preface to
volume 3 (1936) it was observed by the editor that ‘‘Messrs. Dyer and
Compton in South Africa are opening up a wonderland of Amaryllid
species”’.  In that volume the former botanist contributed an article
entitled ““ An Introduction to the South African Amaryllidaceae’’, while
the latter gave a systematic list of the ¢ Amaryllidaccae Native in the
Union of South Africa’’. Several short articles on various South Afri-
can species have appeared in the two subsequent volumes.

The dedication of this volume of Ierbertia to the Amaryllidaceae
of Southern Africa will undoubtedly stimulate greater interest in our
wonderfully rich flora. In popularising Amaryllidaceae throughout the
world, the American Amaryllis Society is to be congratulated on its
broad vision and enterprise.

(Signed) W. R. Collins

Mainaster of Agriculture and Forestry,
Union of South Africa
Pretoria,
5.5. 1939,
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INLEIDING

Dit is 'n besonder, dog nie onverdiende eer dat hierdie boekdeel van
Herbertia aan die Amaryllidaceae van Suidelike Afrika opgedra is.
Vanaf die vroegste tyd van plantkundige ondersoek aan die Kaap die
Goeie Hoop, meer as 250 jaar gelede, is die Suid-Afrikaanse Amaryl-
lidaceae onder die mees gewilde plante wat in die buiteland gekweek
word. Die feit dat hulle merkwaardige bydraes tot tuinbou gelewer het,
blyk uti hul voortdurende gewildheid.

Hoewel min van die Suid-Afrikaanse soorte ten opsigte van die
grootte van die blom met die egte Amaryllis (Hippeastrum) vergelyk
kan word, vergoed die kunsvolle vertoning wat die meeste van hulle
maak, vir tekortkoming in hierdie opsig. Die geslag Nerine het gou
bekend geraak as gevolg van die mooi soort Nerine sarniensis, wat een
van die eerste plante was waarop die oog van die versamelaar in die
Kaapse Skiereiland geval het. Callicore rosea Link, die verkeerd
genoemde Kaapse ‘‘Belladonnalelie”’;, en Crinum longifolium Thunb.,
is ook in Holland en elders gekweek. Later het verskillende soorte van
Haemanthus en Cyrtanthus en Vallota speciosa D. & S. ‘‘Georgelelie’”
ens, 'n blywende plek in Europese tuine begin inneem, totdat daar
vandag seker min lande is waar die Suid-Afrikaanse Amaryllidaceae nie
gekweek word nie.

Daar is geen gebrek aan blyke van waardering van hierdie familie
in Suid-Afrika nie, maar, in teenstelling met baie tuiniers in die buite-
land, bestee min plaaslike tuiniers ernstigce aandag aan die boeiende
studie van kruising.

Ons vertrou dat daar met verloop van tyd heelwat vordering in
hierdie rigting gemaak sal word, gedeeltelik as gevolg van die waarde-
volle inligting wat in Herbertia vervat is.

Dit is nie die eerste boekdeel van Herbertia waarin Suid-Afrikaanse
Amaryllidaceae op die voorgrond gebring word nie. In die voorwoord
van boekdeel 3 (1936) merk die redakteur op dat mnre. Dyer en
Compton in Suid-Afrika ’'n worderland van Amaryllidaceae onder die
aandag bring. In dié boekdeel het eersgenoemde plantkundige 'n artikel
getiteld ‘‘An Introduction to the South African. Amaryllidaceae’’,
bygedra, terwyl laasgenoemde ’n stelselmatige lys van die Amaryllidaceae
wat in die Unie van Suid-Afrika inheems is, gegee het. Etlike kort
artikels oor verskillende Suid-Afrikaanse soorte het in twee latere
boekdele verskyn.

Die opdraging van hierdie boekdeel van Herbertia aan die Amaryl-
lidaceae van Suidelike Afrika sal ongetwyfeld groter belangstelling in
ons wonderskone flora opwek. Ons moet die ‘‘American Amaryllis
Society’’ gelukwens met sy wye insig en ondernemingsgees, wat Amaryl-
lidaceae dwarsdeur die wéreld gewild gemaak het.

W. R. Collins,

Minister Van Landbow en Bosbou,
Unie Van Suid-Afrika
Pretoria,
5.5.1939.
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PREFACE

South Africa will forever be closer to us thanks to the splendid co-
operation of a distinguished group of men and women of the Union—
W. R. Collins, Dr. R. A. Dyer, Mrs. Bolus, Prof. R. H. Compton, Frances
M. Leighton, Winsome F. Barker, R. H. Marloth, E. P. Phillips, L. B.
Creasey, I. C. Verdoorn, Edith L. Stephens, G. Milne-Redhead, Cythna
Letty, Gladys I. Blackbeard, K. C. Stanford, John Martley and Mrs.
J. W. Archbell. They have all wholeheartedly given effort and time,
and they have without doubt made this, the South African Edition, one
of the most outstanding issues of Herbertia. To all of them we send our
heartfelt thanks for this wonderful demonstration of international good
will. Dr. Dyer refers to the article by Gladys I. Blackbeard, and the
work of John Martley, Mrs. Archbell and others in the ‘‘Foreword’’ im-
mediately following. In this brief Preface we can no more than mention
the others.

Miss Cythna Letty contributes the beautiful cover design featuring
Cyrtanthus Tuckii var. transvaalensis. This portrays the highly deco-
rative value of Cyrtanthus, and will be an inspiration to all.

The reader will linger iong over the valuable articles by Frances M.
Leighton on the history of botanical exploration for amaryllids in South
Africa, the distribution of amaryllids as related to rainfall, and the re-
view of the important Genus Agapanthus that has been so long neglected.

Dr. Dyer contributes the very valuable revision of Cyrtanthus, the
most important Genus among the amaryllids of South Africa in number
of species, and possibly also from a horticultural standpoint, especially
when we consider the great possibilities for the hybridizer. The many
Cyrtanthus enthusiasts in America will welcome this excellent review.
The great wealth of line drawings is especially noteworthy for quality.

Miss Winsome F. Barker has favored us with the valuable summary
of amaryllids discovered in South Africa since 1888.

After reading Edith L. Stephens’ article on Gethyllis, there will be
hardly a member of the Society whe will rest until he or she has tried
this fascinating subject in the garden, or under pot culture.

Other excellent articles are furnished by J. B. Creasey, K. C. Stan-
ford, I. C". Verdoorn, E. P. Phillips, John Martley, G. Milne-Redhead,
and Mrs. Archbell.

In addition to the valuable contributions from South Africa, there
is a wealth of material from members in other parts of the world and at
home. We take a glance at amaryllid culture under glass in Denmark.
Jan de Graaff has written several stimulating articles on narcissi—shows,
varieties, mechanization of the industry, plant nutrition, and forcing.
Col. Steichen gives us a much needed review of the R. H. S. Color Chart.
Dr. Hume’s article on the ‘‘Zephyranthes of the West Indies’” is the
first of an important series.

Dr. Hutchinson introduces us to the entirely neglected Gilliesieae,
including three of his inimitable line drawings that we will cherish al-
ways. Although we are already greatly in debt to him for his arrange-
ment of the amaryllids, we are now still more in the red to Sir Arthur
W. Hill, Director of Kew, and Dr. Hutchinson, for this very great favor.
‘We trust that some of the members in South America will find it possible
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to send ample herbarium material of the Gilliesieae to Kew as a partial
repayment.

The daylily is receiving more and more attention as the movement
for their popularization gains momentum. Col. Steichen presents a re-
port of the Daylily Committee that shows progress. Dr. Steward, in
China, tells of the discovery of Hemerocallis fulva rosea, and H. multi-
flora. These were originally sent to the New York Botanical Garden,
and are revolutionizing the breeding of this plant. Mr. Kelso again
favors us with daylily ratings for garden value; Dr. Stout continues hix
list of newly named daylilies, and Dr. Leonian shares with us his ad-
ventures in breeding red daylilies. Mr. Leach writes on the culture of
daylilies in California. In the next issue of Ilerbertia we plan to iu-
crease the space devoted to daylilies, and we ask your cooperation in
sending in articles on all phases of daylily eulture. One article has
already been received—Mrs. Dewey presents a review of the breeding
work with daylilies carried on by Mrs. Nesmith. Similar articles about
the work of all the younger daylily breeders are urgently solicited.

The reader will be interested in the articles on cytology by Dr. Flory.
It is this kind of research that will serve as a sound foundation for
further advances. We take this opportunity of expressing the gratitude
of the Society to Dr. Flory and the Texas Agricultural Experiment Sta-
tion.

Since the last issue of Herbertia, Sealy has suggested the conserva-
tion of the wnwalid genus name, Hippeastrum! The members will want
to read Dr. Uphof’s critical review of Sealy’s paper. In the previous
issue of Herbertia, Dr. Uphof showed that Amaryllis belladonna is the
valid name for an American amaryllid because Linnaeus indicated plain-
ly in the first edition of Species Plantarum, 1753, the foundation of the
nomenclature of vascular plants, what he considered as the type-illus-
tration of this American amaryllid. Dr. Uphof shows in this issue that
common usage upholds this method of typifying Linnean species; that
there was no confusion about this matter as early as 1758, and that it
was only after the 18th. Century that the subject was befuddled by one
or two individuals. The reader can readily perceive the undesirability
of validating plant names by means of ‘‘blank’’ specimens and the use
of circumstantial evidence unlimited. Dr. Uphof points out that ‘‘ne
argument can ever be drawn from silence’’. There is a time and place
for everything. Attempts of this kind may be appropriate in such
disciplines as archeology where speculation is necessary in some cases to
have any interpretation at all, but certainly is out of place in establishing
plant names when Linnaeus himself indicated unmistakable type-illus-
trations.

Volume 7, Herbertia, 1940, will be dedicated to Latin America. The
main feature will be the amaryllids of Mexico, Central America, the
West Indies, and South America. Some of the material has already been
received. Mr. Rice has sent in most excellent ‘‘ portraits’’ of Childanthus
and Sprekelia. Dr. Uphof contributes an article on Alstroemerias, and
C. V. Morton favors us with ‘“A Checklist of Amaryllidaceae, Tribe
Allieae, in the United States’’.

Hamilton P. Traub
New York City,
Sept. 9, 1939
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FOREWORD

When plans were originally being laid for the dedication of this
volume to the Amaryllids of South Africa an ambitious ‘‘List of Con-
tents’’ was proposed from the Editorial chair. Although all the ‘‘castles
in the air’’ have not materialised, we in South Africa, hope that our con-
tributions will be of some interest to the readers of Herbertia. When it
is realized that the Union of South Africa covers an area of 472550
square miles, in any square yard of which an amaryllid may be found,
and that the total white population is only 2 million odd, of which about
1/6 is centered round the gold mining industry, it may not occasion great
surprise that Amaryllid activity is meagre compared, for instance, with
that in the United States of America. Added to this the natural modesty
of most South Africans, my attempts to elicit information on such sub-
jects as Hybridisation, Propagation, Harvesting, Storage and Forcing
have not been very fruitful. The following is an extract from one reply
to a circular letter: ‘‘All my work, well over 30 years, has been with
the hybrids and all seedlings have been the result of recorded hand work,
but I fear that I could write little that would be of interest to the public
for whom Herbertia is printed’’. I wonder if this is so!

Some articles intended for this year’s volume have passed through
my hands and T should like to draw attention to the one by Miss G.
Blackbeard on hybridisation with species of Clivia. As evidenced in
1935 Herbertia, workers in other countries are ahead of us in this work,
for instance E. K. Cowlishaw in Australia and E. P. Zimmerman in Cali-
fornia, both of whom have propagated remarkably fine hybrids. I have
little doubt, however, that Miss Blackbeard’s results will stimulate a
desire for fuller information. Clivia hybrids have great possibilities and
her pioneer work in South Africa with them will be appreciated by all
and will encourage some to follow her example. Another interesting
article is by Miss K. Stanford and anyone reading it will realize that
she has an intimate knowledge and love for the indigenous amaryllids.

Interesting developments are taking place also in the garden of
Mr. John Martley of Banhoek, Stellenbosch, who is already known to
readers. He is building up a large collection of South African Mono-
cotyledons in which Amaryllidaceae are a prominent feature. Hybridi-
sation is a hobby at Banhoek which promises to yield profitable results
as time goes on. One of the first fruits is a repetition of the cross be-
tween Vallota speciosa (=V. purpurea) and Cyrtanthus sanguineus.
Mr. Martley mentions that there was an excessive endosperm in the seeds
which burst out of the testa. If seed was stored it withered and died
within two weeks or so, whereas that planted immediately after picking
germinated without delay.

Messrs. Hurling and Neil, of Bonnie Vale in the Cape Provinee, pay
more attention to South African succulents than to the amaryllids, never-
theless, these growers have oversea connections in amaryllid- dealings.
Several interesting species are indigenous in their area. The bulb of
Brunsvigia Josephinae is said to attain an enormous size, reaching a
circumference of about 26 inches and growing -mostly above ground.
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Messrs. de Mole and Kiseh who have a floral farm in the neighbourhood
of Pietermaritzburg, Natal, grow only those amaryllid species which
‘‘need no special attention’’.

In the introduction to my review of the genus Cyrtanthus, pub-
lished in this volume, I made mention of the popularity in cultivation of
Cyrtanthus Mackenst (Ifafa Lily). One of the successful growers is
Mrs. J. Archbell of Willow Glen, Umkomaas, Natal. She has Ifafa Lilies
ranging in colour ‘‘from pure white to deep red, exquisite peach pink,
yellow and many other shades’’. The common name may here cover
more than one of our so called species. Mrs. Archbell finds that species
of Cyrtanthus generally, respond well in a mixture of sandy loam, leaf
mould and a little wood ash and soot. This, however, does not apply to
such species as C. contractus, one of the ‘‘fire lilies’’ previously incor-
rectly referred to under the name C. angustifolius, with which growers
have had little success. The bulbs more often than not either rot or
dwindle after being brought into cultivation.

- Agapanthus, a comparatively recent acquisition to the Amaryllids,
which is featured elsewhere in this Herbertia, enjoys a great measure of
popularity in gardens. Without special attention it makes an attractive
evergreen border plant and flowers freely. In the related genus
Tulbaghia there is an attractive species, which has a very pleasant per-
fume instead of the strong garlic smell usually associated with species of
this genus. In some gardens it has been cultivated under the name
T. fragrans* and in others as T'. pulchella, but the former is the first
valid name for the species. 7. fragrans was discovered not many years
ago in the mountains of the eastern Transvaal and within very recent
times has spread extensively in South African gardens. It flowers freely
in winter provided severe frosts are not experienced. It is destined to
become a particular favourite in horticulture.

The genus Ammocharis is often referred to in accounts of Amaryl-
lids from South Afrieca and the specific epithet most frequently used is
A. falcata. Researches carried out at Kew by Mr. Milne-Redhead and
Dr. H. G. Schweickerdt have made it necessary to make certain changes
in the present aceepted classification, including the creation of a new
genus. The mg. of the paper embodying the results should go to press
shortly and until it appears in print further comment would be inop-
portune.

In viewing this volume of Herbertia dedicated to the Amaryllidaceae
of Southern Africa, contributions in earlier numbers should not be over-
looked. In 1936 Professor Compton gave a complete list of ‘‘ Amaryl-
lidaceae in the Union of South Africa’’ and in the same year the present
writer contributed an article ‘“ An Introduction to the South African
Amaryllidaceae’’. There have been several short articles by various
authors dealing with Cyrtanthus, Nerine, Haemanthus, Clivia and other
popular genera. One should not neglect to refresh ones memory with

(Continued on bottom page 13)

¢T, fragrans Verdoorn, 1931 (—='T. pulchelln Barnes non Avé-Lallemant;
T. Daviesii Gray, 1938).
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ERRATA
HERBERTIA, VOL. 5, 1938

Page 7; 10th. line from bottom, for “Sept 7’ read “Aug. 7.”

Page 16 4th. line from bottom delete only

Page 18; 9th line from top, after “his son” delete the rest of the sentence and read

“and since that day he entrusted to him the leadership of the firm in
full confidence.”

Page 21; 13th. line from bottom, delete “Most of them bear names given by the
firm” and substitute “To most of them the firm’s authority as raiser
is added.”

Page 26; 7th. and 8th. lines from top, for “Duc van Tol” read “late.”

Page 39; 17th. line from top, for “autocracy” read “autarcy.”

Page 43; 4th. line from top; delete “try” and insert “conserve and.”

Page 82; 5th. line from top, for “amaryllis” read “amaryllids.”

Page 112; 10th. line from top, for “Andronecium” read “Androecium.”

Page 113; 17th. line from bottom, for “tepels” read “tepals.”

Page 115; Ist. and 2nd. lines from top, for “35” read “38” in each case. 5th. and 8th.
lines from top, for “34” read “37” in each case.

Page 118; last line bottom of page, change “28” before “vzrzdzﬂora" to “27,” and in

place of “29. tucumana” read 30. Haywardii.”

; 14th. line from bottom, for “1943” read “1843.” 15th. line from bottom,

) for “vicolor” read “bicolor.”

Page 123: 4th. line from top, for “Peoppig” read “Poeppig.”

Page 124; 24th. line from top, for “ambigum” read “ambiguum.”

Page 128; 26th. line from bottom, for “equistris” read “equestris.” 29th. line from
bottom, delete “Leopoldia.” .

Page 131; 2nd. line from bottom, foot-note 2, for brevzﬂom read ‘reticulata.”

Page 136; 5th. line of text from top, for ‘Eurora” read “Euro opa.

Page 167' title at top of page, for “STENOPETATA” read “STENOPETALA ”
17th. and 18th. lines from top, for “stenopetata” read “stemopetala.”

‘Page 12

ERRATUM
HERBERTIA, VOL. 3, 1936

Page 68; under “Ammocharis,” the 3rd. species, for “Traveliana” read “Taveliana.”
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AGE OF THE LATE GEORGE YELD—A CORRECTION

The Gardeners’ Chronicle, April 9, 1938, p. 259, contains an obitu-
ary notice in which it is stated that Mr. George Yeld died April 2, 1938
at the age of nincty-five. ‘‘In Memoriam—George Yeld,”” by A. B.
Stout, HErBERTIA, Vol. 5, p. 61, 1938 repeats the statement noted above.
The Gardeners’ Chronicle, August 10, 1935, p. 99, gave Mr. Yeld’s age,
at that time, as ninety-three. The issue of the Gardeners’ Chronicle of
March 17, 1935, p. 130, stated this to be an error and said that Mr. Yeld
celebrated his ninetieth birthday in March, 1935. Mr. Yeld’s age, there-
fore, at his death on April 2, 1938, was ninety-three yvears and a few days
—depending on the date of his birthday in March.

—A. B. Stout.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR CONTRIBUTORS

Year Book Correspondence. Correspondence regarding articles and
illustrations for Herbertia, the Year Book of the American Amaryllis Society,
is cordially invited. The annual news-letter or articles from Corresponding
Members and Regional Chairmen of Trial Collections should be forwarded,
if at all possible, by April of each year, or earlier, depending upon the
distance, so as to reach the editor in ample time for publication.

Manuscripts should be typewritten if at all possible and double spaced;
photographs should have the name of the owner to whom credit should be
given, and the name and size of the subject, written on the back.

(ForEwORD—DYER; continued from page T)

these accounts, for each one in its way is a contribution to the knowledge
of South African Amaryllidaceae.

From a vast natural store South African amaryllids have provided
many valuable additions to horticulture. More await discovery and
Herbertia may be looked upon as an insurance against the cessation of
these notable contributions.

R. A. Dyer
Duwvision of Plant Industry,
Department of Agriculture and Forestry,
Pretoria, Union of South Africa,
July 26, 1939.
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This volume of Herbertia
1s dedicated to the Umion of South Africa,
porticularly to all the lovers of nature,
from the 1Tth. Century to the presenmt time,
who interested, or interest, themselves in

“the myriads of amaryllids of the veld.



Bolus Herbarium See page 23

Dr. E. E. Galpin, F. L. 8.

Plate 124
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THE HISTORY OF BOTANICAL EXPLORATION FOR AMARYLLIDS
IN SOUTH AFRICA

Frances M. LricHTON,
Bolus Herbarium, University of Cape Town

This account will be rather in the nature of a general review of
botanical exploration with speecial reference to Amaryllids since there
have never been any collectors who gave this group their undivided atten-
tion.

The Cape of Good Hope was discovered towards the end of the
fifteenth century by the Portuguese in quest of a sea route to the Hast.
During the sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries, Table Bay was a
port of call for the boats of the Dutch East India Company plying
between Europe and the East in the spice trade. These vessels put into
the bay for supplies of fresh water and for meat which they obtained by
barter with the Hottentots who then inhabited the region.

Without doubt these early visitors took back with them some of the
curious plants which they found growing round the shores of Table Bay.
The first record of South African plants in literature as far as the writer
knows, is in Johannes Bodaeus a Stapel’s edition of Theophrastus pub-
lished in 1644. The plants referred to in this book were collected by
Justus Huernius, a minister of religion travelling to the Dutch East
Indies. There are two figures of Haemanthus rotundifolius Gawl. which
grows quite commonly round Cape Town, whether in flower or in leaf,
could not fail to attract the attention of a stranger. (See Fig. 35.) Its
massive bulb could endure many months of journeying over the sea.

In 1652 the Dutch East India Company decided to establish a pro-
visioning station on the shores of Table Bay where vegetables could be
grown, and fresh meat supplied to their ships on the long voyage to the
East Indies. From this time onwards South African plants were taken
back to the gardens of Holland which were then among the foremost in
Europe. It is in the records of the gardens at Lieiden and at Amsterdam
that most of the early references to South African plants are found—in
such works as Van Royen’s Catalogue of the Leyden Botanical Garden
and Commelin’s Hortus Amstelodamensis. It is recorded that Callicore
rosea. was grown by Van Royen who sent bulbs to England in 1754.
Later it was re-introduced by Sir Joseph Banks who collected it at the
Cape when he called there on his return from the East Indies.

Paul Hermann, a botanist and physician who visited the Cape on
his way to Ceylon sent specimens back to Holland which were lost when
the ship carrying them was captured by British cruisers off St. Helena.
Later, Hermann became a Professor at Lieyden and his Paradisus Bata-
vus (1698) contained many references to Cape plants but he does not
state that he collected them himself.

During the Governorship of Simon van der Stel and that of his son
Willem Adrian, expeditions were made into the interior and many new
plants were found. The account of Simon van der Stel’s journey to the
copper mines of Namaqualand does not contain any figures of amaryllids
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although he must have seen many of the unusual Haeemanthus and
Gethyllis which oceur in the territory through which he passed. In some
of Caspar Commelin’s works he mentions receiving seeds from Willem
Adrian van der Stel in 1700.

Since the chief object of establishing a settlement at the Cape was
to provide fresh food for the scurvy-ridden crews of the East Indiamen,
it was essential that, amongst the earliest settlers from Holland, there
should be competent gardeners. Such men were Hartog, Oldenland and
Auge who sent back the botanical rarities often figured in the works of
Burmann and Boerhaave. In Burmann’s Prodromus there are figures of
Agapanthus africanus (1..). Hoffmaq and Ammocharis falcata Herb.
Auge went on a collecting trip to Namaqualand in 1761 and later accom-
panied Thunberg and Masson on several expeditions.

Ryk Tulbagh was Governor at the Cape from 1751-1771 and during
this time he corresponded with Linnaeus and sent him many specimens.
Among these was the plant which Linnaeus called Tulbaghia and he says
in a letter ““. . . . . a drawing of the Twlbaghia which plant will,
I trust, remain a lasting monument to Your Honour, among botanists,
as long as the vegetable tribe shall endure . . . . 1 wish, my
honoured friend, that you would favour me with a bulb or two of your
Tulbaghia, that it may be propagated and dispersed throuvhout the
gardens of Europe so as to render your name familiar to all lovers of
rare and beautiful plants.”” Linnaeus concludes the letter with the fol-
lowing—*‘May you fully realise your own fortunate lot, not only in being
permitted by the Supreme Dlsposel of events to inhabit, but also to enjoy
the sovereign control of that paradise vpon earth, the Cape of Good
Hope, which the Beneficent Creator has enriched with his choicest won-
ders. Certainly, if T were at liberty to change my fortune for that of
Alexander the Great or of Solomon, Croesus, or Tulbagh I should without
hesitation prefer the latter.”’

The first of the great botanical collectors who visited South Africa
was Thunberg. He was a pupil of Linnaeus at Upsala and eame to the
Cape, owing to his limited financial resources, as an Assistant-Surgeon
on one of the East Indiamen. He arrived in 1772 and spent three years
travelling about the country in search of botanical specimens. He says
of himself: ‘‘there never travelled a poorer lover of flowers than I, yet
never one more ardent’’.

Thunberg made three extensive journeys into the interior (shown
in the accompanying map, Plate 126), and collected many specimens
representing, inter alia, the following genera—H aemanthus, Brunsvigia,
Buphane, Crinum, Cyrtanthus, Strumaria, Agapanthus, Tulbaghia and
Gethyllis. To the last mentioned genus he makes the following reference
in his Travels . . . ‘‘Kukumakranka (Gethyllis) is the name given
to the legumen or pod of a plant that grew at this time among the sand
hills near the town, without either leaves or flowers. This pod was of
the length of one’s finger, somewhat wider at the top than at the bottom,
had a pleasant smell and was held in great esteem by the ladies. The
smell of it resembled in some measure that of strawberries and filled the
whole room’’. Thunberg enumerates four species of Gethyllis in his
Prodromus.
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Contemporary with Thunberg at the Cape was Francis Masson, a
gardener from the Royal Gardens at Kew, sent out by William Aiton to
collect seeds and plants. Sir Joseph Banks had been so impressed with
the richness of the Cape Flora that he urged the King (George III) to
send out a man to obtain specimens for the Royal Gardens. Masson
came to the Cape in 1772 and accompanied Thunberg on two journeys.
He collected a large number of bulbous plants as is shown in the Hortus
Kewensis published in 1789. This work shows that, in 1774, he intro-

i
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Fig. 35. Haemanthus rotundifolius Gawl. from Jobannes Bodaeus a
Stapel’s Theophrastus, 1644.

duced the following amaryllids into the Royal Gardens at Kew—
Haemanthus pubescens L. f., Buphane ciliaris Herb. (Haemanthus
ciliaris Linn.), Buphane disticha Herb. (Haemanthus disticha L. f.),
Carpolyza spiralis Salisb. (Haemanthus spiralis L. £.), Hessea filifolia
Benth. (Leucojum strumoswm Thunb.) Tulbaghia alliacea L. f.
Cyrtanthus angustifolius Ait. Cyrta