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The Bulb Newsletter Number 4

Excellcot news for all!

| have just heared irom those returning from the recent Botanical

Longress 1n Japan that a motion has been approved whereby species
names of plants can now be conserved, in the same way that generic

names have been conserved in the past. This means that if a well-known
plant is threatened with a name change for some reason or other, it will
now be possible to make a case for the conservation of its name. The
case will then be put before a committee for consideration. Another
change in the International Code, closely related to this, is that species
names can now pe proposed for rejection, so if an earlier but overlooked
and little-known epithet for some well-known plant is ‘dug up' out of the
iterature, it can now be put forward for rejection altogether. The phrase
relating to this i1s: 'any name that would cause a disadvantageous
nomenclatural change may be proposed for rejection’. 1 can think of a

few, including an earlier name for our old favourite, Crocus meorus
E.A.Bowles wrote 40 years ago that he hoped that an International

Botanical Congress might cne day strengthen the regulations 'in order to

prevent the changing of specific names’. His wish has been granted, but
too late, | imagine, to save the name of Crocus swsianus the yellow

Crimean crocus about which he wrote so graphically; | suspect that the
earlier C.angustifolivs has become too well-established in the years
since B.L.Burit pointed out the fact in the 1952 edition of Bowles'
Handbook of Crocus and Colchicum, and this frequent usage would
probably be a sulficiently strong reason for the conservation proposal to
be rejected by the Commitiee. Stil, these developments are very

welcome and should now reduce the number of major upsets In
nomenclature.

Conservatron of another sort

In 1990 a society of bulb exporters was formed in Turkey, called the
Dogal Ciceksogancilar Dernegi, or the Wild [Natural] Flowerbulb Society.
At first this consisted of the exporters only but In 1992 Turkish botanists
became involived and the Society is now developing an interest in the
conservation implications of its activities. This includes schemes to
propagate more of the bulbs which are exported and to instruct the
villagers who collect the bulbs so that, if collecting is continued, it is at
least on a sustainable basis. An additicnal aim is for Turkey to become a
signatory to CITES. To date, educational visits have been made to
villages In the Taurus mountains, brochures have been distributed and

there have been meetings between exporters, botanists and the Ministry

1
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of Agriculture to discuss bulb propagation plans. The Fauna & Flora
Freservation Society, represented by Andy Byfield, and the Dutch bulb
inaustry, represented by Mr Lemmers, have also been involved and there

are now several projects to investigate the mass propagation of various
bulbous plants, mainly Galanthus at present. This is all good news. |

nave long thought that that the best way of dealing with this problem s
for the wvillagers 1o be shown how propagate the bulbs which grow

naturally in their area and they could then sell them, via an exporter who
would deal with all the storage and fransportation aspects of the trade.

That way, the natural populations of bulbs would be relatively sate, the

villagers and exporters would still receive their income, and the country
would slill earn much-needed toreign currency from the bulk sales to

consumer countries like the UK and the Netherlands. In the ideal
conditions of their natural climate, they should grow well and quickly,
resulting in a better, more uniform product than the wild-dug bulbs, so,
aitogether, everyone should benefit. Until this is achieved it seems a
very good idea to instruct villagers on how to collect on a sustainable .

pasis without 'cleaning out’ an area completely. | am quite sure that
certain 'bulbs’ could be farmed from the wild without any adverse effects

on the populations. Cyolfamen cificium is a good example, for this occurs
in incredible numbers over a huge area, often in rock crevices where
they are iImpossible to collect, so there 1s always a reservoir of flowering
and seeding plants 1o produce the next generation. Mind you, it surprises
me that there 15 still a demand for collected Cyclamen tubers when they

can be propagated at such a rapid rate from seed]! Nevertheless, over 1

million tubers of Cyclamen are still exported each year, mainly lo Europe
(incl. UK).

A note on Cyclamen propagation i Tarkey

About 5 years ago | accompanied an EC working party to Turkey whose
purpose it was to assess and and report on the wild collection of bulbs.

During the visit we met a nurseryman from the lzmir area, Kemal
Yasemin, who was growing a small quantity of Cyelamernirom seed. He

had not heard of the white form of & .Ahederfolivm and was keen to
experiment further with seed-raised stocks so, on return, | acquired as

many as possible trom various friends & colleagues (thank you all for
your generosityl). The first batch was sent to him in 1991 and he sowed

these on 10th October. Almost exactly one year later, in October 1992, a
package arrived from Turkey containing colour photos of them in flower!

Although not yet saleable, it was clear that two growing seasons would

be quite sutficient to produce a decent tuber. These were grown in poly
houses wilh net shading on top and net sides for ventilation. | imagine

that quite a range ot bulbs could be grown quite rapidly under the same

2
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sort of conditions.

lacidentally, and somewihat refated to all the above---

This year the British Bulb Distributors Association will be labelling
packaged bulbs with a note saying if they are from a wild source or of
cultivated origin; the Dutch industry has been doing this for two years.

e world 1s 2 monocor-fover'’s oyster!

Our recent family holiday, walking in the Bernese Oberland of Switzer-
land, reminded me of the fact that although the majority of 'bulbous’
monocots are grouped in certain areas of the world where there are
marked alternating wet and dry periods in the year (eqg, the Middle East,

Calitornia, the South-West Cape, the Andes), Iinteresting petaloid
monocots can be found almost anywhere; many of these have rhizomes

and/or fibrous roots since they do not require a swollen storage organ to

enable them overcome a long dry period. This was not intended to be a
plant-hunting holiday but even so, from footpaths and without even

trving, we saw no less than 10 genera of terrestrial orchids (L/sfers,
Gymnadeni/a, Daclviorinza, Corafforfiiza, Coeloglossum, Traunsieinera,
Hemmunium, Nigritelia, Orofns and Cephalanfhersy and the following
petaloid monocots: Pofpgonatum verfiaifatum, P2 muliifforum, Pars
guaarnroira, Afiumm sciioencprasum, A.victonalis, Maranrfhermum bifofium,
Colchicum 7ailpinum, Crocus vernus (probably ssp. a/bilorus), Verafrum
gibum and Antherncum ramosum. Seeing the crocuses in seed, their
capsules pushed up above ground level on long, rather weak stalks led
me to ponder again as to why this has developed. Is it that the capsules
can be eaten by grazing animals and their seeds thus dispersed, or is il
that the tall stem bearing the capsule, being weak, bends over and
deposits the seeds well away from the parent corm on to the ground
where they are distributed by ants; ants certainly show an interest In
Lrocus seeds in the garden and although | did not see any In the vicinty
of the crocuses in the wild, | am sure that they were around somewhere
since ants must surely be among the most widespread and successful of

all creatures. Verafrum a/burm was in flower in the Swiss Alps, very
uniform in appearance, with wholly green flowers, and very different from

the much more striking white-flowered version which one occasionally
sees in gardens. Is it really correct, | wonder, to lump these into one

species under the name V.a/bwmnm or should the green-flowered

v./lobelianum (which was originally described from Switzerland in 1808)
be recognised as distinct from F.a/bum In a review of the genus in The

Plantsman [Vol.11, part 1(1989)] | did merge them, following works such
as Flora Europaea, the argument being that intermediates exist, but |

3
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still have some reservations and would like to have a look 1n more detail
one day.

Crocus scharojanir in Turkey

Mr Freemantle telephoned a few weeks ago to say that he had been in
north-eastern Turkey in JulyfAugust and nad seen a deep orange-yellow

crocus which he assumed to be L.safaroramy, and with them were a Tew
lemon-coloured forms. This is interesting, and | am not sure that there Is

an instant answer. This could be natural varnation, or it could be as a
result of hybridisation with the white C.valico/s. In my experience this

very often grows in the same area as C.schargrany, although not In

exactly the same habitats, and tor the most part it flowers slightly later,
put sometimes there 1s an overlap making it possible for the |ate

‘scharojanis’ to liaise with the early 'vallicolas' via the bees which
pollinate them. They do have the same chromosome number, although in

Crocws, which 1s cytologically rather extraordinary, this does not
necessarily mean that they are capable of hybridising. However, many
years ago John Marr visited the area, and | have done so0 more recently,
and It does seem to be the case that when the two species meel, pale

sulphur-coloured hybrids occur in the boundary zone belween the
populations. C.scaro/ani prefers much wetter sites than £ vaiico/a, so

the two tend not to be intermingled in mixed populations: in fact if they
did, and flowered at the same time, | suppose that they would lose their
identity, or would have never gained it in the first placel As far as | can
see, in order to exist in the same place and flower in the same season,
related species of one genus either have to be separated genetically, or
have different pollinating agents, or produce their flowers at a slightly
aitferent time; In the case of these two crocuses they have almost
succeeded with the last of these categones.

Studies i Alophia

In a paper describing a new species of 4d/op//a (a South American
rigridialike genus in the /fidacead, Peter Goldblatt and Thad Howard
nave Included a few details of the other species as well. In their view

there are 4 species: (1) A.grummongdy (= Eustylis purpurea, E.puctata),
the best-known and most widespread, which has violet {o reddish-purple

flowers, speckled dark purple on a creamy-yellow ground in the centre;
this occurs in the southern U.S. to southern Mexico & possibly Guyana.

(2) A.svvestns (Nemastylis bequaertii, Alophia rotata), from southern
Mexico and Costa Rica, has much smaller flowers than this. (3)

A.meguss (Chlamydostylis medusa) from Goias, Brazil is a large-
HHowered species with perianth segments nearly 3 cm long. (4) A.vera-

A
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cruzana, the newly described species, 1s from north-eastern Mexico and

resembles A .drummonagy but differs in having pale to deep lilac-blue
flowers with more or less erect inner perianth segments. There are also

differences in the inner perianth segments: in A.druwmmondss they are
narrower than the outer, they are bent sharply at the base, and they have
an obvious nectary. A.veracruzarna has the inner segments as wide as
the cuter, they do not bend sharply, and have no nectary. The genus

Alophia 1s defined by Goldblatt and Howard on the character of the
stamens and the style: the anthers are pandurate (fiddle-shaped) In

snape and they dehisce (split open) almast in a latrorse direction
(roughnly along the sides); the deeply divided style has slender arching
branches with stigmatic surfaces right at the tips. The compleie paper
can be tound in The Annals of the Missourn Botanical Garden 79, part 4,
pages 901-905(1992).

A newly described (big!) Ophiopogon from China

Most of the ophiopogons are fairly small plants with narrow tough wiry
leaves making them very useful for ground cover; they are used in some

places as a substitute for turf under trees and shrubs. In Istanbul, for
instance, | have seen large beds of a very dwarf species making sohd

and very durable green mats which no weeds can compete with.
However, there are a few tall species as well and a recently described

one from Ghina is said to be 70 cm in height. & vangahengensis, named
by Qian Yiyong in Acta Bot. Austro Sinica 7:14-16{(1991), has erecl

stems carrying bunches {up to 14 per bunch) of narrow {(4-11 mm wide)
dark green leaves, the bunches separated by 5-7 cm of bare stem. There
are 20-60 pale violet flowers in each raceme and they are bell-shaped,
about 5 mm in length and 8-11 mm in diameter; the racemes vary from
4-12 cm in length. So, this appears to be quite a robust plant with
sizeable flowers, for an Opfvopogon, that is. Not for ground cover, but it
sounds as If & might have horticultural value. It was discovered Iin
Yunnan province at Jiangchen, in woods at 350-1250 metres altitude.

And a new Solomon s Seal from Chma

Z-Y Zhu has recently published details of a previously undescribed
species of Polygonatum from Mt Omei (Emeishan), in the Bulletin of

Botanical Hesearch of the North-East Forest University Volume 12, part

3:267-269(1992). It has been appropriately named £~ omerense, collec-
ted on Mt Omei at 1800 metres.

The plant is described as being 25-35 cm in height with purple-spotted
arching or erect stems and oblong-lancecliate, broadly ovate or ovate-
elliptic leaves 4-10 cm long and 2-3.5 cm wide, acute at the apex, green

4
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on the upper side and paler beneath. The (whilish-green?) flowers are
produced In the leal axils, either solitary or 1n a pair (at each axil), on

peduncles 1.5-5c¢m long and pedicels 0.5-1 cm long; they are tubular-
bellshaped and 2-2.5 cm long, of which 1.8-2.1 cm is tube, divided into
six short trrangular obtuse lobes 2-3 mm long; the bracis are deciduous.

For those who know FZ.aanarum (sorry, | do not!), the author gives
distinguishing fteatures: the new species differs from it Iin having a
purple-spotied stem, broadly oblong-lanceolate or broadly ovate leaves,

a pernianth 2-2.5 cm long, and stamens with densely white-hairy
filaments.

And while on the sabject of Soloman s Seals

Kit Grey-Wilson recently asked me to loek through his colour transparen-
cies from a tnp to Sichuan and Yunnan with a view to suggesting names
for some o©f the monocots, not an easy task for there seem to be

undescrnibed species, or odd vanants, cropping up all the time. One of
the polygonatums i1s a very dwart one with the coverall appearance of

~ Hookerr bul with creamy white flowers and possibly rather broader
leaves, although in the wild the very widespread £ /frookers does vary

quite a lot--the matenal in cultivation may consist of a few clones only.
This dwart white-tlowered species has been collected before, for

instance by Joseph Hock in Kansu province, but the herbarium material
s all included under F Aooker; so0 this is a question which requires

turther investigation when living malerial can be acquired. Ancther of
Kit's photos shows a dwarf plant with purplish flowers and many narrow

leaves, similar to the plant from the Himalaya which | think of as
Fgramifoliium However, the type specimen of Fpumidum al Kew,
which is from China, i1s also very similar to the plant in the photo. It looks
to me as i Fgramunvolivm and P pumiiem might be synonymous but,
here again, studies of living material are necessary before any firm
decisions are made. The Chinese botanist Prof.Wang considered

F.purmiitimn 1o be inseparable from FZ Aookers which means that all of
these exiremely dwar peolygonatums (ie, those under about 5 cm) would

ve lumped into the one species, not a popular move for horticulturists
and surely not the answer.

And while an the sabject of Mt Omer---/

Anotner white trumpet lily has been named from China, L#iwm omerense,
by Z.Y.Zhu. This cccurs on Mt Omei, or Emeishan, at 700 metres and is

described as being related to [.samgenfriae 1| has purplish bulbs
producing 1-2 m stems (it is a stem-rooting type) carrying lanceolate
leaves 12-16(-18) cm long and 1-1.5(-2) cm wide, with bulbils in their

8
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axils. The 3-16 flowers are fragrant, ‘'greenish-white or yellowish-white’,
tinted pale yellow-green at the base, and have perianth segments 15-18
cm long, the outer ones 1.6-2 cm wide and the inner 3-4 cm wide, and
they are recurved at the tips. So, it must be very similar in appearance to
the other Chinese trumpet types. It is said to differ from L. sargeniize in
nhaving the inner pertanth segments tapered into a narrow claw, and also
nairy, near the base, a style which 1s hairy in the lower part, and a
broadly winged seed capsule. This may, | suppose, have been
introduced Into cultivation in the West by one of the recent seed-

collecting expeditions, since Mt Omel 1S one of the more frequently-
visited parts of China. The full paper where it is described is in the

dulletin of Botanical Hesearch of the North-East Forestry University
Vol.13, part 1:54-56(1993).

Does anyone callivate Pacara?

=0ome bulbs seem {o exist as names in literature, hopefully accompanied
by a drned specimen in an herbanum somewhere, but little-known and
apparently not in cultivation. | do not condone over-collecting by any
means, but it is valuable to introduce living material in order to study a
plant “in the flesh' as it were, and hopefully propagate and distribute it so
that its future is assured. Such a plant is the South American Amaryllid,
Fueara, This was described as a new genus in 1972 by P.F.Ravenna In

the Anales del Museo de Historia Natural, Valparaiso No.5:85-89, with
just one species, F.leuvcantfs. It occurs in northern Peru, in the

Departments of Cajamarca and Amazonas, at 990-1650 metres.
F./evcaniiza was described as being between 15 and 30 cm In height and

has a many-flowered umbel of smallish upright white funnel-shaped
flowers, each about 1.5 cm long. They have the perianth segments

joined together at the base for a short distance and inside there is a
small 3-lobed corona with a deeply-toothed margin, so in some ways it
resembles the genus Srenomesson, but the style is distinctly 3-lobed at
the apex, which 15 one of the distinguishing teatures (the style is not
divided, or barely so, in the latter genus). The lanceclate leaves are not
fully developed at flowering time. | am hoping that someone will write in

to say that they have large clumps of it in their greenhouse and would |
take some away-it sounds most interesting! It would be very tender, more

or less tropical in its requirements, of course, and presumably would
behave as a summer-grower.

And another odd Soath American Amaryllid

Faul Christian wrote recently asking if | knew or could find out anything
about Fseugostenomesson vargas/ | have to admit that it was just a

Fi
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name 1o me and | have not even seen a herbarium specimen, although in

the case of Amaryllids it is not always much of an advantage anyway
since they tend to look like boiled cabbage! The journal in which Octavio

Velarde Nunez described it was not easy to come by, but was eventually
tracked down. It was described as a new genus from Peru in 1949 and,

not surprisingly, looks rather like a Sterromesson It large bulbs (up to 10
cm diameter) producing 6-10 strap-like leaves up to 80 cm long and 5 cm

wide, and a stoul tlower stem to 55 cm tall bearing an umbel of 7-15
green tubular flowers, each as much as 8 cm long, 4.5 cm of which is a
narrow tube, with six cutward-curving segments. The stamens arise from
a ‘corona’, a tubular structure abcut 2 cm long, hidden inside the
perianth tube. Like Sfenomessorn, and unlike Pucara (above), The style

5 slender and undivided. |t seems that the genus was distinguished from
Srenomessorn largely on the basis of the seeds since they are green

("assimilating”) and rounded, more like those of Hymenocalis Two
species were mentioned in the paper, 7 vargassy (the lype species) and
f.morrrsons, which was onginally described as Sternomessorn mormrisoniy
by Vargas in 1943 but transferred to FPsewdosienomessorrby Nunez. This
has smaller (at most 4.5 cm long) whitish-green flowers. Both species
are trom Peru, ~ yvarmgasy from the Dept. of Junin, between Chamiseria
and Huancayo at 3317-3350 metres, and ~.mormrsor from the Depart-
ment of Apurnimac at 2400-2800 metres altitude.

And a final nofe on these coriosities---

Last winter, just before | ‘retired’ from Kew, an extracrdinary S.American
Amaryllid was sent in to the Herbarium for its name to be checked. It was

Haw/na, a rather coarse-looking bulbous
plant, but beautifully grown. The large
leaves were spreading almost horizon-
tally on the ground and were thick and
leathery, more like those of a Cliva in

lexture, aithough broad and elliptical in
shape. The flowers were, again, similar

to those of some of the stenomessons,
tubular and green with the stamens pro-

truding, produced tn an umbel of about
six on a stout stem. The new leaves

appeared to be pushing up at flowering
time forming a tubular structure between

the pair of old leaves and from the centre
of which the flowering stem emerged.

Ihe one species, A. decora(it is question-
able as to whether it is decorous!), is also Peruvian.

3
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A swccessful Narcrssus at Keadine

Writing in Bulletin 24 of the 'Society pour |'echange des plantes
vasculaires de L'Europe et du Bassin Mediterranean'”, Stephen Jury of
the School of Plant Sciences, Reading University, gives an account of
the discovery of a Narcissus which was subsequently named
N radinganorum by J.Fernandes-Casas [Fontquerna 6:41 & 46(1984)], a
member of the section Pseuvdgonarcissus. The first collection was made
on 17 April 1982 in Valencia, Eastern Spain, and at the time a bulb was
collected (Akeroyd, Goyder & Jury 53) for introduction to Heading
University Botanic Garden; this has, it is pleasing to hear, multiplied into
a clump with about 45 flowers and i1s the earliest Pseudonarcissus to
come into flower at Reading. It is also noted that the species is Kknown
Irom only one populaticn and from the conservation viewpoint 1s thus
considered a vulnerable plant in the wilad.

© 1S /s sociely wivchl acts as a medaium lor the exchiange of 1erbanuim
malenal between Lolamical mnstiiuies. As an olishiool of s acivily
interesiing observafions are made abouw! Ewopean plants and therr
grstributions.

Lily beetles

Protessor Gower of Orpington, Kent recently sent me some test tubes
containing some 'unpleasant bits of madonna lilies covered with "worms'

plus a bright red insect’, with a request for an identification and
suggestea remedy. The identification is simple, and all lily enthusiasts
iving in the south-east of England will know the answer already: they are
lily beetles (Liiocerrs #/ir), handsome in their shiny red array in the adult
stage and totally repulsive in the larval stage, as yellowish grubs covered
in their own dark blackish-brown slimy excrement. Both stages are very
damaging to lilies and can completly defoliate them unless controlled.
The adults overwinter out of sight somewhere and appear in mid to late
spring, laying large clusters of reddish eggs, usually on the underside of
iily leaves in my experience, which hatch very quickly into the
evil-looking larvae; these feed until quite plump, then pupate in the soil.
Apart from lilies, they attack the related genus AMomocharis (they are
fairly good taxonomistsl), and are especially attracted to fritillarias which
provide a tood supply in spnng until the hlies emerge. It 1s reported that
they also attack Fofygonarum, although they have not done so in our

garden (maybe there i1s no room for them between the Solomon’'s Seal
Sawfly larvael), and they have not touched the tulips or erythroniums. An

interesting point, In our garden at any rate, is that they do not attack
certain hilies whiist others are very susceptible. L. /fea757 has never been

touched, nor 'Black Beauty' (a henryi hybnd), £L.speciosum & aurafum
9
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are also gquite resistant. Control 1s by spraying wilth insecticide (malath-
on etc.) or, If on a small scale, hand-picking the small beetles {(oblong,
about bmm long) and despatching them by some means; unfortunately
fresh ones will just fly in from elsewhere. The larvae are easy to Kill by
spraying but if you want to avoid poisonous sprays | have found that
they can be washed off with a jet from the hosepipe and are not active
enough to crawl back to the plants; they may, of course, just go Iinto
premature pupation in the soil, 1 have not studied that aspect yet.

in Britain lily beetles are confined to the south-east, centred roughly on
surrey, where they appear to have been introcduced, presumably from
Europe, in the mid 20th century.

From red bectles to red fifics

A good tlowenng of L. pwmdum this year reminded me of an interesting
article on Liiwm fenuidolum by Norman G.Leno last year In the Bulletin

of the American Rock Garden Society (Vol S0, No 3, p.224-227). He
draws attention to these two names and puts the case for treating them

as two distinct species. Both of these red-tlowered lilies are from eastern
>ibena and have been regarded as inseparable but he says that Joseph
Halda considers them to be distinct and, from the discussion, it appears
that there 15 reason to believe that this i1s so. The details given are that
L.pumiium, which 1s well-known and cheap to buy, has tightly recurved
perianth segments, giving a truly turk’s cap flower which 1s pendent and
symmetncal in shape,; this can be up to 4 1t (over a metre) In height with
up tc 20 tlowers (in cultivation it seldom reaches such stature in my
gxpenence). L.femwrfoliien, on the other hand, has tlatter flowers with
only the tips recurved slightly, they face oulwards rather than down-
wards, and they are somewhat asymmetrical, the lower segment

separated lrom its two neighbours by a wider gap than that separating
the rest. It has a maximum height of 2 ft (60 cm) and at the mast 10

flowers. The flowering time is also commented upon, L. /enuifolium
Hlowering 3 weeks later than L. pwmiium The article has a good account
of the history ot both species, and there is the information that seeds are
otiered by J.Halda, PO Box 514, Englewood, Colorado BO151-0514, USA

The ARGS

Having mentioned the American Rock Garden Society | must go on to

say thatl, as with the Bulletin of the Alpine Garden Society in Britain, the
AHGS Bulletin contains much of interest for monocot enthusiasts. In

addition to the valuable lily information mentioned above, 1992 saw

articies on Irnlhums, and on Fritillaries in Central Asia, accompanied by
sfunning colour photographs.
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Edited by Gwen Kelaidis of 1410 Eudora St, Denver, Colorado BOZ20,
the Bulletin comes with membership of the ARGS which can be
contacted at PO Box 67, Millwood, New York 10546 (standard member-

ship sub. is $25).

Two thirds of an fris

Occasionally ins flowers occur with their flower parts in multiples of four
rather than the normal three, and | have seen other monocots doing the
same- -Merendera and Crocusspring to mind. In April this year at Kew an

fris cauvcasica ssp. [lwocs produced a flower with only two falls,
standards & style branches. These maliunctions do not usually persist

into the next year & appear to be a slight hiccough, caused by weather
conditions perhaps? Thanks to Peter Brandham of the Jodrell Labora-
tory, Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew for noting this oddity.

Holfe-n-the-middie rises

Primrose Warburg has a novel plant association for large clumps of
Spuria irises which grow steadily outwards in a ring, leaving a hole in the
centre. She writes: 'l fill their abandoned centres with compost and
Martagon hybnd lilies, & L.szrowitsranym, which thus get some support.
They look gorgeous and flower at the same time’.

Iris prints from the 815

The British Iris Society has produced some attractive prints from the
watercolour originals of Pauline Dean's lovely paintings for the 1993
calendar. These are {rimmed ready for framing and cost 50 pence each

or £3.00 for a sel of six, plus 50 pence postage and packing. The inses
represented are /Jmeficw/ala narmony, Lschac/ity, L unguicians,

L pallica [versicofor var. kermesing, and the Pacific Coast hybrid "No
Mame'. [hey are obtainable from Irns Prints, GCopper Beeches, North End
L ane, Downe, Orpington, Kent BHE /HG (cheques made cut to British
Iris Society please).

More bulbous stamps

A 29 cent stamp recently received from the USA depicts two un-named
rises, one a yellow bearded type and the other a bicoloured Xiphium (or
possibly Spuria), and Germany has issued a beautifully executed Laivum
marfagoen [ lurkenbund”) stamp (50 piennigs); thank you, Fnedbert
Dumke, tor sending me that one!
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Lotls of pames for one [fttle balb

John Hogers of Mill Hill has commented on the number of names which
the South African 4nomatfheca /axa has acquired over the years, and it
seems useful to set out what the most recent opinion is regarding its
correct name. In fact it i1s 20 years ago that Peter Goldblatt settled (I

hopel) the matter, in Contributions from the Bolus Herbarium
NO.4(1972). Anomatheca /axa (Syn. Anomatheca cruenta, Lapeirousia
cruenta, Lapeirousia laxa).

There are four species in the genus, 4. /axa, with its red(there are white
and blue variants: see page 15 for comments on the latter) flowers, the
siXx segments of which are less than half as long as the long perianth
tube, A.grandiflora, which is like a large version of it with segments more

than half as long as the tube, A.wirodlis with green flowers, and
A. verrucosawith pink, much shorter-tubed flowers.

A holrday ;m Portweal anyvone?

Bulb enthusiast and Newsletter subscriber Henning Christiansen and his
wite Birthe have lived for many years in Portugal and have renovated
some old farmhouses which they are now letting as holiday homes. They
are about 25 km NW of Lisbon and would presumably be a good base for

anyone wanting to tour in the Estremadura area (quite 'bulby’ | believe).
Henning & Birthe can be contacted at Quinta das Flores, Casal do

Borralho, 2665 Malveira, Portugal.

Tulip Poblications

Two papers reached me recently, dealing with the Tulips during the
Ottoman perniod in Turkey; Both are by Prof. Turhan Baytop, formerly of

the Faculty of Pharmacy at Istanbul University and my co-author of ‘The
Bulbous Plants of Turkey'. One is called ‘The Tulip: Symbol of Two

Nations’ and Is published by the Turco-Dutch Friendship Association.
This looks at the history ot the Tulip in Turkey and gives an interesting
account of the 1/th century ‘council of expert-florists' who judged new
cultivars and named them if they were deemed to be worthy of such
recognition. There are lists of the cultivars, illustrations of Tulip vases of
the period, examples of market prices of tulips and comments about the

characteristics which were considered desirable. This is obtainable from

M.Th.Houtsma Stichting, Drift 15, 3512 BR Utrecht, The Netherlands, but
as yet | do not have details of cost. The other is wholly in Turkish but this

doesd not matter too much to non-Turkish speakers since it consists

mainly of coloured illustrations of these cld tulip cultivars, showing the
very long narrow segments (like T.acuminata) which was the favoured
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form of that time. This costs 25000 TL, and is available from: It is called
Istanbul Lales: (istanbul tulips) and has an ISBN number 975-17-1020-0,

which should enable a boockshop to track it down; there does not seem to
be a tull address in the book.

An ofd Scilla with a newiish) name

Scrfa owolia and all its varniants (some of which have been described as
separate species) 1s a well-known and much loved squill, distributed over

a wide area of Europe and western Asia. Most of these variants have the
same overall appearance and, at a glance, one would identify them as

S.ifolra. There 18, however, one very distinct version from south-western
Turkey which does, | am sure, merit recognition. This was known to
camund Boissier, the great Swiss botanist who compiled the monumen-
tal Flora Orientalis, as S.&/0/a var. polyphylia (ie. Greek for ‘many-
leaved’) since it has more leaves (4-7) per bulb than the usual
complement of 2 which 5.0/0/3 posesses, and these are rather narrow

and parallel-sided rather than broader towards the tip as in 'ordinary’
S. ontofia. | have seen this plant several times in the mountains between

Fethiye ana Antalya and | was reminded of it the other day when an
excellent colour photo arrived from John Leedal for identification. A
specific name does exist for this, for the Austrian botanist Franz Speta
distinguished it in 1976 as S./ongrsiyiosa. | agree that it does make
sense 10 recognise It as a species, so | shall be recommending that
John's transparency should be labelled S./ongistyviosa (with 8. bifolia var.
polypnylia in brackets just for good measurel). However, there is a
problem which | have not yet resolved in my own mind concerning
another similar species which was described, also by Franz Speta, from
the same region of Turkey in 1980. This was named S p/le/ophyiia, and
pleiophylla’ translates from the Greek as 'more-than-usual-leaves’. So,

15 It the case that this squill has acquired another name to add to the list
or are there two species related to S.5/0/2 in SW Turkey with several
leaves per bulb.

Crood aews aboaf some Sowth African bolfbs

In 'Veld and Flora', volume 78, part 3(1992), Graham Duncan of the
Mational Botanic Garden, Kirstenbosch, describes how two bulbous

plants which were thought to be extinct have been rediscovered. These
are Moraea /ncurva and Lachenalia poive/w/is, both from the Tulbagh

Distrnict of the South-West Cape [hence they are winter-growers,
summer-dormant]. The A#foraes was assumed to be extinct since it had

not been seen for 50U years and its habitat had largely been destroyed.
However, alter a controlled fire in a patch of scrub on a farm, #. /7curva
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Te-appeared and flowered profusely; it must however still be regarded
as very endangered since this 1s the only population known. It seems

that it does make only fleeting appearances, presumably in response to
fire as with a number of other South African bulbs: it was recorded first

N the 1820s, then in 1932 and again in the 1990s. Kirstenbosch now
nopes to propagate and distribute this rare species to interested
growers. M. ncurva is so-named because the inner perianth segments
(‘standards’, in an iris) are curved inwards towards the centre of the
flower; Its flowers are in varying shades of purple with yellow central

'signal patches’ on the three outer cnes (‘fallg’). It is 35-40 cm in height
with one long narrow basal leaf and the flowers are about 4 cm across.

Other vulnerable or endangered moraeas which are mentioned are
M. luibaghensis, M.neopavonia, M.gigandra, M.Joubseri, M.insolens,

M. anstalta, M.calcicola and M afropunctara, several of which are now
well-established in cultivation.

The other rarity, Lachenalia po/yphyi/a, was re-discovered after a 20-year

gap but iz still considered to be close to extinction due to habitat

destruction. It was found in a small area which had ‘miraculously
escaped the plough'. It has 5-8 very slender purplish-tinted leaves and
short spikes of small bell-shaped flowers which are described in 'The
Lachenalia Handbook’ [also by Graham Duncan®] thus: ‘the outer
pernanth segments are pale biue at their bases and shade to rose-pink,
while the very slightly protruding inner segments are white with a
rose-pink central zone and have recurved tips’. It sounds wonderful, but
the author says that it is not particularly attractive. This toco is in

cultivation in Kirstenbosch, where stocks are being built up in the
nursery. Other species which are considered to-be under threat are

L.mathewsi, L. vindilora and L. purpureo-caeruieas.

i . . e e e e . e — —

* The lachenalia Handbook: Annafs of 1he Kirstenbosch Bolanic

Gardens, Volume 17 (T988). Thvs and several other bulb books are
obrainable from the Bolanical Socrely of Soulhh Africa, Kirstenbosah,

Claremont 7735, Republic of South Africa.

IB.5A

For those interested in the fascinating bulbs of Southern Africa | must

mention the Indigenous Bulb Growers Association of South Africa
(IBSA). They produce an annual Bulletin which includes articles by

members, lists of nurseries offering bulbs or seeds, a 'requests’ column,

and lists of 'useful publications’. The Secretary is P.F.X.von Stein, 3 The
Bend, Edgemead 7441, Cape Province, Republic of South Africa.
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South Tropical African fridaceac

The most recent part of Flora Zambesiaca, which 1s known atfectionately
to researchers of the African flora as ‘FZ’', to be published is Volume 12,

part 4, devoted to the /frosceae FZ 1s a definitive account of all the
native flowering plants occurring in "South Tropical Afnca which 18
comprised of Mozambique, Malawi, Zambia, Zimbabwe and Botswana. It
s edited at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, by Gerald Fope. lThe
account of /maaceas, prepared by Peter Goldblatt, i1s a substantial piece
of work of 106 pages with full descriptions and identification keys to the
19 genera and 101 species which are recognised as occurring in the
area. 9 new species of G/ladio/us are described, there are illustrations
(line drawings), synonyms are given, extensive literature references
accompany each species, and local distributions are indicated through
the citation of herbarium specimens. There is also an outhne of the
nabitats 1in which the species mentioned are to be found. The genera
covered are: Anomatheca (2 spp.), Arstea (T spp.), Babiana (1 sp.),
Crocosmia (2 spp.), Dierama (8 spp.), Dieles (2 spp.), Ferrarma (1 sp.),
Gladrolus (37 spp.), Gyprnandnrns (1 sp.), Hesperantha (3 spp.), Homena
(1 sp.), Lapeirousia (12 spp.), Moraea (1T spp.), Fadinosiphon (1 sp.),
Homulea (1 sp.), Savannosipfion (1 sp.), Schizostyiris(1 sp.), Trfora (2
spp.) and Sygornforwag (1 sp.). Several genera have disappeared into
synonymy under Gladgiolus Acrdanithers, Nomoglossum, Oenosiaciiys
and Sphaerospors, and Antholyza as well, but before anyone starts to
panic about the popular A.pancu/ara, don't worry, this is correctly known
as Crocosmia pamicuiala, as we have all come to know it in recent years!
There are no sernous name changes to get used to, since the
norporation of dAordanifera bicoforinto Giaoiolus as . caliantfus took
place some years ago and this has now appeared in print several times.

It was alsc pointed out some time ago that the very common and very
variable tropical African G/zdio/usknown under the names G osilacinus,

(3. natalensis, G.guartinianus and G.primulings should probably be
referred to as G.ga/en, and Dr Goldblatt has confirmed this in his
account of the genus.

Those who cultivate the blue-flowered version of Adromarfheca /laxa
( Laperousia cruenid Wil now be able to label this as subspecies

gzures, and Crocosmia paiciffors becomes a subspecies of Cawres Of
the 37 Glagio/us| know of only two in cultivation! | am familiar with quite

a lot of these as herbarium specimens and | can say quite conlidently
that many of them would be fascinating and in some cases beautiful

garden plants, if they proved to be amenable to cultivation. This iIs an
important piece of work for ‘bulb’ enthusiasts and represents a big step

forward in the knowledge of the many and, to date, rather poorly-known
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tropical African inds. it 1s a pity that so few of them are presently in
cultivation since many are very attractive, and they should be relatively
easy to cultivate since they would behave as summer-growers in the

cooler countries and could be lifted and dried off for the winter, away
from frost. /vdaceae s the first of the monocot families to be published

for the £ area, so we are in the happy position of having all the rest to
look forward to.

The next landmark in tropical African irids will be the publication of the
lrdacesefor the Kew-based Flora of Tropical East Africa ('FTEA") which
covers Ihenya, Uganda and Tanzania (Tanganyika and Zanzibar). This is

currently being prepared by Peter Goldblatt, based on previous unpubil-
iIshed work by Wessel Marais who retired from Kew a few years ago.

FZ, Vol. 12, part 4 is obtainable from The Secretary, Flora Zambesiaca,
R.B.G. Kew, Richmond, Surrey, TW39 3AE. Cost is £€15.00 in the U.K.,

incl. postage, but postage will be added on for other countries.

From the postbag

Noel Lothian from Crafers, South Australia, has some comments which
might interest other subscribers: Re. Mother-in-Law’s tongue, he says
‘we in Australia are a little bit more specific and this epithet is applied to
species of Lierffenbac/va This genus, as you Know, has sap which can

attect the throat, hence its names of Dumb Cane or Ordeal Cane.
Because of its ability to 'shut up’ i is called Mother-in-Law’'s Tongue.

Frompted by my comments on Cxals corymbosa, he continues: ‘one of
the worst weeds in Victoria and South Australia was Oyvalis pes-caprae.

Originally introduced as a pot plant it soon escaped and invaded
hundreds of acres of farmland and gardens. Prior to herbicides, continual

cultivation was the recommended method to reduce its vigour and
nopeiully 1ts demise. Then along came the glycophosphates--RHoundup,
Zero, or whatever you call them. Just at or before flowering, a touch and

no further appearance in the following year. This should fix Qconrnbosa
and other weedy species. It fixes Moftroscordum, and Ovalis should be

easier because of its leaf surface.

Concerning Amgozantiios Noel continues: ‘Like 2!l Australian plants
they like plenty of sunshine and a slight drying out in the summer time.
Australian epiphvtic orchuids benefil from a period on the glasshouse roof

in summer; if pots of Amigozanifios are stood in the hottest place of the
garden they should flower more freely.’

Ol pes-caprae 15 3 very successiu/ weed in (e Isies of Scillv but 1s not
f2ardy fhere i Swrrey, hankiully.
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KNeguests, Offers, Sales and Exchanges

Mr K.W.Swales of Hawthorn Cottage, Coppingiord, Huntingdon, Cambs.
PE17 5XY is seeking Fritillaria pyrenaica var. lutescens and ‘Giant Form’
(bulbs or seed).

Lady Barbirolli recently asked for advice on where to obtain /J7s
/usirrordes 'Major’', but unfortunately there seems to be no ready answer

to this. Not so many years ago there were several cultivars of
Lustnoiges 'n commerce but these have all vanished from the
cataiogues. '"Major, 'Lady Beaitrix Stanley’, 'Reine Immaculee’,
'G.P.Baker and ‘Angel's Eye’, where are you all? [Incidentally, | made a
stupid error in my book 'The Iris’ by referring to this last cultivar (which

Blom’s were offering in 1985) as ‘Angel's Tears' rather than ‘Angel’s
Eye . Apologies to Walter Blom & Son Ltd].

Dr. Viastimil Pilous is offering for sale or exchange ‘a limited number of
three exceptionally rare plants': Frtilana macedonica, Coryaalis pasches
and Corypdalis zefferdunadil Dr Pilous tells me that these are seed-
propagated stocks. He can be contacted at Jiraskova St. 396, 543 71
Hostinne, Czech Republic. F.macedonica occurs in Albania and the
adjacent part of Macedonia and is one of the species with broad-
shouldered bells, purplish and chequered like F fubiformis to which it is
probably most closely related. | am familiar with it as herbarium
specimens but as far as | know it has never been in cultivation. Corvdais
paschies 1s In the same group as £ .soloa, but is thought to be more

closely related to C.angusivolia than C.sofida itself; it has pale pink
flowers. C.zeffer/undifis also in the same group: this is said to be related

to C./fegraand has pale purple flowers.

Catalognes

The South African firm Sunburst Bulbs recently sent their leaflet of bulbs

tor sale, not many but a few interesting items including the robust
whitish-tlowered Lucomis pole-evansy which is a robust one up to a

melre 1n height when in tlower, and Ammocharrs coranica, a fascinating
Amaryllid with grey-green strap-like leaves spreading on the ground and
a rounded, somewhat nerine-like, umbel of pinkish-red flowers, on a 25
cm stem. Hoophane disficha is also offered, a fine plant but one | have
not been too successtul with in the past. It is also an Amaryllid with a
rounded umbel ot pink-red flowers, rather like an Aaemanifus, produced
while the plant is leafless. The leaves are fascinating since there are
several of them, narrow and grey-green, pushing up in a flat, perfectiy

symmetrical tan (ie distichousl). These are all summer-growers, dormant
In winter, so shghtly easier for those in cold-winter climates, they can be
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dried off and tucked away under a greenhouse bench or frost-free shed.
The previous list, Jan-July 1993, contained some nice winter-growers
such as /Awa wrioilora, Lapeirousia silenordes, Gladiolus orchiidifiorus,

Gersshionza radians and Walsorma alefrordes Sunburst Bulbs, PO Box
183, Howard Place 7450, South Africa.

Norman Stevens (Cambridge Bulbs) is offering a good range of crocus
species, mostly seed-raised stocks, including C.abantensss, C.bayio
prorum and C.oanaticus'Albus’. Most bellevalias are very dull, but he is
listing the brilliant blue &./fomvcu/ala which needs a wettish place to
grow; the water meadows in north-eastern Turkey where it grows are one
of the unforgettable floral sights of my life, clear blue sheets of colour,
sometimes mixed with pink Prmuw/a auicw/ala. It is closely allied to the

dusky blackish-blue & pyernantiaand B.paradoxa. Other items of interest
in this excellent list are Friilama /alakiensis, F.stenanthers and the rare

American species F.easiwoodiae and F.purayy a supplementary list has

more rarities such as F.rilodocanakis subsp. argolics, Frorbesi and
F.gentnern. Gambridge Bulbs, 40 Whittlesford Road, Newton, Cambridge,
CB2 5PH.

Avon Bulbs have a very attractively produced catalogue with good,
convincing, photographs, not the specially staged "studio shots' which so

many of the larger firms go for these days. They are a good source of /rs
ungurcw/arns selections, and the yellow flowered version of [/oeltidissima,

and | certainly haven't seen ELadfhrorium grandifforum on offer very
oiten. There are several other out-of-the-ordinary items to be found here,

such as X Srunsvigia parkernr alba and Ferraria unduw/ala, a weird brown
smelly winter-growing Irid from South Africa. There are some useful

cutivation tips given with each genus as well, Avon Bulbs, Burnt House
Farm, Mid Lambrook, South Petherton, Somerset TA13 S5HE.

Nadine Albouy and Christian Eedffmy (and Virgile their dog, who is

included in the cataloguel) have a nursery in Paris known as 'Ellebore,
since 'ellebores are a particular love of theirs. Their current list also

includes some scarce bulbs including /7s pamphylica, //szics, feyclo-
glossa, Liium pomponium, Ljaponicum, WNerne [filifolia, Faradisia

wsitanias, Fancratium Wy (young bulbs), Aomuwles nrvalis, Tecophr-
‘aea violtfiora (NB: not /. .oyanocrocus var. wiolacea), and Tropaeo/um

gzureum. Oh yes, and if anyone has the room for something huge and
smelly they have Amorplfiophalius mvier

John Amand has a nicely illustrated autumn bulb catalogue and is
oftering, as usual, quite a wide range from the ordinary bread-and-butter

bulos (I am not criticising these, we use a lot around the gardenl!) to
some really interesting ones. One item which caught my eye was the
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straight species frus /vsirordes (e not one of the cultivars, which seem 10
have disappeared from the trade anyway). However, | understand from

him that it is in very short supply, so | have already missed out on that
one. Some of the fairly new and enormous hybrid ‘drumstick’ alliums are

alsoc offered- 'Beau Regard’ and ‘Globemaster. lIhese are quile

expensive but if you need to make a statement in the garden, as the
designers say, you can say it loudly with one of these onions! Arisaemas

are currently popular and Amand is listing eight, including A.wras/wma
var. fhunbergi, A .ringens, A.nepenthorges and A.grtfiti. Other spe-
cials' to be found are Colchicum hungaricurmr in pink and white torms,
Crocus /aevigafus 'Fontenayi' which is slowly returning to catalogues
after a long break, Crocus scepusiens/s (a distinctive eastern European
variant of C.vermws), and several rare fritillaries, notably £ &randegey,
F.davisy, F.alburyana and Fpurdyy most of these | know to be
propagated in Holland so the bulbs should be good. And | must gel my

order in for Expthroiwm'Joanna’, a new pink and yellow hybrid. Jacques
Amand, The Nurseries, Clamp Hill, Stanmore, Middlesex, HA7 3J5.

Janis Ruksans, a bulb-growing friend from Latvia of long standing, now
runs a bulb nursery there and has a fascinating list containing many
Central Asian species, for example AMwsn duchancum (I has a
‘'schubertii' type of umbel), A.cupwiferim, described as having large
purplish-violet campanulate flowers, A.damwasicuom A fetisowr and
A.komarow+-don't the names alone want to make you acquire them!

A.nevskianum s one | can vouch for; it has one broad greyish leaf and a
reddish-purple umbel on a short stem. The seldom-seen Muscarr paliens,

(i.e., the real thing) with whitish-blue unconstricted bells, i1s a charmer,
although | have lost it out in the open garden. There are tempting
Corvadalis such as Gl bracleala, C.macrocentra, C.nevsikyv and O ruk-

sansy, a newly described species said to have white flowers with a blue
stripe. Rare irises include the junos [Awschakewrczi, fLwilimotirans and

the reticulata fAaolpaiowskrana. Colclivcum raefum, Scrlla vivegensayrand

so0 on---. Janis Ruksans, Bulb Nursery, PO Box 441, LV-1098, Riga,
Latvia.
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A box arrived recently through the post (thank you for the Chionodoxas,
Alan!) labelled "Bulbs--please keep cool”. How can | keep coal when a
box of bulbs arrives?!
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