
react to lower soil temperatures when autumn 
arrives, and still others simply start to flower re-
gardless of weather, temperature, and rain. 
 The term “second spring” for an outburst of 
flowers after the first autumn rain is largely due 
to bulbs that were in standby mode during sum-
mer. Growing these bulbs is easy. Of course, 
there are tricky and difficult ones, but in general 
they are forgiving, robust plants, and thus very 
suitable for the newcomer. It is always a good 
idea to try to put oneself in the position of the 
plant and to remember their natural origin to un-
derstand their needs. Almost all bulbs dislike wa-
terlogged soil. As always, there are exceptions in 
those species that grow in seasonal (vernal) 
pools or vlei as they are called in South Africa. 
The ubiquitous white arum lily Zantedeschia ae-
thiopica is a good example. But in general, it is 
better to avoid water-logging. Most bulbs grow 
in exposed situations in their homelands, so full 
sun is best. Many bulb flowers only open in sun-
shine and remain closed on overcast days. They 
would not open at all in a heavily shaded posi-
tion. The need to be constantly moist during 
growth was already mentioned, and there is an-
other aspect which is often forgotten or neglect-
ed: fertilizer! Most bulbs naturally grow in soil 
enriched by snow melt, dead vegetable matter, 
and animal droppings. And building up a mature 
bulb needs food. The bigger the bulb will be at 
the end of the season, the better it will flower in 
the next one. So quite differently from the gen-
eral idea about fertilizing, it is good to let them 
have plant food after flowering toward the end of 
the growing season, because that is the time the 
plant bulks up reserves for the hard time ap-
proaching and for initiating next                     

Johann-Ulrich (Uli) Urban, a regular PBS contributor who lives 
in Portugal thinks itôs time for a reminder of all the lesser-known 
bulbs we can grow in pots or in the ground almost anywhere. 

 

There is a vast range of bulbs from Mediterrane-
an-type climates from different parts of the 
world which are very suitable for those who gar-
den in this kind of climate, but many of these 
plants are little known. The typical dry, hot sum-
mer and mild, moist winter is the pattern to 
which these bulbs are adapted. Their natural ori-
gins include Chile, the west coast of North 
America, the Mediterranean basin itself, and 
South Africa’s Cape region, a hotspot of ende-
mism and diversity. No place on earth has more 
native bulbous species than the winter-rainfall 
areas of South Africa. 
 As water-wise gardening becomes more and 
more important, these bulbous plants are the per-
fect candidates for a garden with no or very little 
irrigation.  Depending on the situation where 
they are planted and whether they are grown in 
open soil or in containers, they may need occa-
sional watering in dry, sunny, and windy spells 
in winter. During their active growth, they do not 
like to go dry. This would not kill them - they are 
bulbs after all - but it might induce a kind of 
premature emergency dormancy, with possible 
loss of flowers and certainly less vigor the next 
season. Other than that, they do not need or even 
resent water once fully dormant during the hot-
test and driest time of the year; some would even 
be killed by water at the wrong time. Almost all 
of these bulbs have an internal calendar or clock 
combined with an internal thermometer: once the 
expected time has come for the first rains, they 
wake up from their summer dormancy. Some 
wait for the first rain to moisten the soil, others 

 Unusual Bulbs for Mediterranean Gardens 

Whatõs Insideé 

        

 Unusual Bulbs for Mediterranean Gardens 

       

       

The Bulb Garden 

~Gardening with Bulbs⁓ 
March 2023 

V
o
l
u
m
e
 
2
0
,
 
I
s
s
u
e
 
3

 



season’s flowers. 
 Growing your own stock of bulbs from seed 
is very rewarding and highly recommended. It 
may sound daunting to the novice, but it is not. 
The first flowers of some species can be enjoyed 
during their third season; the slower ones may 
take longer, but it is a very happy moment to see 
the first long-awaited flowers. Another ad-
vantage is that seed-grown bulbs always start 
out free of disease, especially virus-related 
problems. And, depending on the number of 
seeds available, there will be a large number 
of bulbs adapted to your own garden from the 
start. Seed is best sown in pots and seedling 
bulbs are best grown on in pots until big 
enough to be planted in the garden. I have 
written a detailed article (see previous Bulb 
Journal) on how to raise bulbs from seed suc-
cessfully. 
  So… which are these unusual bulbs? I 

have chosen my personal 
favorites, with no claim to 
cover all suitable ones. 
      Tropaeolum from 
Chile: Dainty but surpris-
ingly vigorous climbers with 
brightly colored flowers, 
they grow from small potato-
like tubers, starting in early au-
tumn with hair-thin, almost in-
visible shoots prone to damage. 
Once big enough to be visible, 
they need something to cling to, 
such as a fence or trellis, or they 
should be allowed to climb into 
a (deciduous) shrub. The most 
exquisite one is T. azureum 
with true blue open flowers, T. 
hookerianum has purplish-blue 
flowers, T. brachyceras is 
bright yellow, and the easiest 
one is T. tricolor with charming 
tubular flowers in red, yellow, 
and black. Yes, black. If pot-
grown, they need a very small 
amount of water every four 
weeks in summer. One disad-
vantage, with the exception of 
T. tricolor, should not be con-
cealed: they come from very 
dry climates in Chile and some-

times they skip one or even two seasons of 
growth. The tubers remain perfectly healthy and 
will eventually sprout again, but this is a chal-
lenge to their gardener’s patience. Very easy 
from seed, they flower the first or second season 
from an early autumn sowing, but seed is always 
scarce. 

 Cyclamen wild forms. Wonderful for natu-
ralizing in suitable places. Most are natives of 
the eastern Mediterranean countries. There are 
principally two groups: autumn-flowering and 
spring-flowering. The first ones start to flower 
in late summer, often without leaves which 
sprout later. These include C. hederifolium and 
C. graecum. For the specialist there are many 
forms and selections. Some C. hederifolium are 
scented.  C. graecum likes full sun, while the 
other is a plant of dappled shade. 
 The main species for spring-flowering in 
warmer areas is C. persicum, the much more 
elegant parent of the over-bred houseplant bear-
ing dainty scented slim, white or pink flowers 
high above the foliage. Most have a darker-
colored “nose.” It likes full sun. Cooler gardens 
are better suited to C. coum.  
 Almost all Cyclamen (except for C. purpu-
rascens) go completely dormant in summer. As 
their tubers grow rather shallowly, care must be 
taken not to damage them during dormancy. 
Once they are happy, and they are easy to 
please, they will self-sow. Their seed carries a 
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Tropaeolum hookerianaum. All photos this issue by J. Urban unless 
noted. 
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sugary structure which is loved by ants, which eat it 
and discard the fertile seed. That is how Cyclamen 
seedlings can appear in the most unexpected places. 
For the serious (or addicted?) collector there is a 
Cyclamen Society in England. 
 Lachenalia. This is an almost unknown group of 
plants, all from the winter-rainfall areas of South 

Africa. The flowers of one group are reminiscent of 
Aloe flowers, and the other group has small urn-
shaped, densely packed ones. Many species are very 
bright, with freakish colors or combinations. Two 
favorites are L. viridiflora, flowering in mid-winter 
in surreal jade green, enhanced by purple-brown 
spotted leaves, and unbeatable in beauty in the rain.  
The other one is L. quadricolor: the tubular flowers 
come in orange, green, yellow, and aubergine, vary-
ing with the age of the individual flower. A good 
potful is quite a sight, again with purple spotting on 
the leaves. Easy from seed, many produce pea-like 
bulbils and are happy both in pots and in the open 
garden. But slugs also like the juicy leaves. 
 There are many more lachenalias in bright rose 
or red, pure yellow, purplish blue or white, and 
many combinations of these colors.  Some are 
strongly and pleasantly fragrant. All lachenalias are 
strictly winter growers and dormant in summer. The 
dormant bulbs do not like to bake in very hot, dry 
soil. I move the pots into a shady position for the 

summer, but flowering is best in full winter sun. 
  A funny one is L. mutabilis, which changes col-
or, starting with a luminous blue, fading through yel-
low to greenish, always with black dots around the 
mouth of each small flower, aligned like pearls 
along the stalk. I have been discovering this under-
rated genus, guided by a wonderful book by Graham 
Duncan from the Kirstenbosch Botanical Garden in 
Cape Town. 
 Speaking of green flowers… another with surre-
al color is Ixia viridiflora. The tall, slender inflores-
cences swing in the slightest breeze and carry a line 
of star-shaped, iridescent green flowers, with dark 
centers; their color is difficult to describe and diffi-
cult to photograph. Surprisingly fast and easy from 
seed, this is a totally underrated plant, having flow-
ered the second season after sowing. It does well in 
pots to be moved to a prominent position in flower. 
The growing plant needs constantly moist soil but 
again, dormancy is dry. 
 Oxalis. Yes! Not all of them are weeds! There 
are true gems, and the best ones are slow to increase, 
of course. Here again are two groups: autumn- and 

Unusual  Bulbs contõd 

Left: Lachenalia quadricolor from Cameron McMaster seed. 

Above: Lachenalia mutabilis, Silverhill Seed, not long-lived. 
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spring-flowering; the best ones flower from au-
tumn through to spring. The autumn-flowering 
ones are among the fastest plants to start after the 
onset of rain. Within days after the first drop, 
bright flowers will appear, mostly before the 
leaves unfold, but this will not take long either. 
There is extreme variation in shape, size, and 
growth habit; some Oxalis are not recognizable 

Unusual Bulbs contõd 

as such without blooms. The flowers all follow 
the same model but differ in size and number. 

Some are carried singly, others in umbels, and 
some all along scrambling shoots. These flowers 
only open in direct sunshine. They are so bright 
that I wonder if they might contain reflecting 
pigments. True blue is missing, but apart from 
that the whole spectrum is present, often in con-
trasting combinations, and often so abundantly 
flowering that the leaves are barely visible. 
Some need a careful eye because they produce a 
lot of tiny bulbils and are potential weeds. I  
grow all of them in pots for safety, except for a 
few that have proved safe in the open garden.  
 Albuca. This is a group of bulbs with mod-
est charm from different parts of the African 
continent. There are evergreen ones, but most 
are winter-growing and summer-dormant, with a 
few summer-growing and winter-dormant ones, 
all depending where they are at home in a large 
distribution area. The individual flower of an 
Albuca is somewhat similar to a snowdrop flow-
er. Albuca flowers can be upright or downward 
facing and typically have a green stripe on the 
back of each petal, finer or broader. The size of 

Above: Oxalis obtuse, fall flowering. Below: Ixia viridiflora. 

Easy from seed. Right: Gladiolus óPurple Sprayô. 
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the plants varies from ground-hugging dwarfs to 2-
meter giants, with everything in between. The flow-
ers are borne on long racemes. One of the most spec-
tacular is A. clanwilliamigloria with bright golden 
(without green stripes), down facing flowers on a 
stalk up to 2m tall. In habitat it grows inside huge 
tussocks of Restio (rush-like South African endem-
ics), which give the long, slender inflorescence some 

stability. A. nelsonii is not quite as tall, with upright 
white, scented flowers with a green stripe. It forms 
huge evergreen clumps and is a good water-wise 
plant for dappled shade. Another impressive giant is 
A. batteniana. Its flowers are greenish white, but the 
impressive evergreen foliage makes it a magnificent 
architectural accent.  Not quite as big but still vigor-
ous is the evergreen, spring-flowering A. aurea, with 
upright yellow flowers with a broad green stripe. To 
break the rule of winter-growing bulbs, there is the 
lovely A. shawii with bright yellow hanging flowers 
and delightfully licorice-scented foliage when 
rubbed, a beautiful subject for a pot, sheltered from 
winter rain but also possible in the open garden with 
summer water. 
 Gladiolus: Everybody knows the large hybrid 
garden gladioli; they are summer growers, and for 

Unusual Bulbs contõd 

many people they are just too showy. The wild spe-
cies, however, have kept their natural elegance and 
charm. Among the huge number of species, many 
are winter-growing and summer-dormant. However, 
most species Gladiolus are not the ideal bulbs for 
the beginner. They take a long time from seed to 
flower, and have their requirements. If those are not 
met, the corms may disappear. Many are of small 
stature and have very fine, grass-like leaves, so they 
are best pot-grown in order not to be weeded out 
accidentally. But there are native Gladiolus in many 
Mediterranean countries which are lovely and easy, 
such as Gladiolus italicus and G. illyricus, difficult 
to distinguish. They can easily naturalize in flower-
ing meadows if the grass is not too dominant. 
 Babiana: This group of South African bulbs 
comes in striking bright colors. They are easy to 
please in full sun. Their flowers can be red, bright 
blue, or soft yellow, often contrasted with other col-
ors, offering quite a show, especially when grown in 
large numbers. Their name refers to baboons, which 
like to dig up and eat their bulbs. They are adapted 
to that by producing tiny bulblets which will be 
missed by the monkeys. The main bulb will have 
fed the animal but the bulbils maintain the species 
and are excellent material for propagation. 
 Iris: This vast genus embraces many species 
which are eminently suitable for a Mediterranean 
garden. Botanically they are divided into several 
sections, mostly referring to their different storage 
organs: rhizomes, bulbs, or bulbs attached to very 
fleshy succulent roots. Many are fragrant. Some are 
difficult plants for the connoisseur alone, but most 

Left: Babiana melanops, not watered in summer. Above: Oxalis 

perdicaria ssp. mallobolba, from South America, fall-blooming. 
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Iris are rewarding, easy garden plants requiring 
no summer water. Good ones are Iris albicans, 
blue I. xiphium, and the yellow variety I. xiphium 
var. lusitanica, I. lutescens in different color 
forms, and many more. The Xiphium group is 
one of the parents of the so-called Dutch iris, 
which is also suitable for Mediterranean gardens 
and easily available. 
 Sparaxis: a group of South African corms 
with leaves like a small Gladiolus and very 
bright flowers. The best known is Sparaxis tri-
color with orange, black and yellow flowers, a 
vigorous and never disappointing plant. A more 
refined species is Sparaxis elegans with a white 
form of exquisite beauty: pure white flowers 
with an intricate central mark of black and purple 
with contrasting small yellow dots, all with a 
metallic sheen. 
 Tritonia: the plants look very similar to Spa-
raxis but the flowers are different. Each petal has 
a translucent “window” at its base. The flowers 
are not as bright as in Sparaxis and come in or-
ange or reddish tones, but a mass planting of Tri-
tonia is quite a sight. Both Sparaxis and Tritonia 
are easy to propagate either by cormlets or seed 
and are good candidates for naturalizing in suita-
ble places. 

 Unusual Bulbs contõd 

 Watsonia: Toward the end of spring, and 
with some species flowering into summer, wat-
sonias are the queens of the flowering bulbs. 
Some are evergreen and need summer water, and 
some are winter-growing and the perfect plant 
for a water-wise garden. My personal favorite is 
Watsonia marginata. It has lush sword-shaped 
leaves well into late spring and flowers toward 
the end of spring with scapes of pink flowers 
more than 2m tall which stand up to wind as if 
made of steel wire, looking like a giant bouquet 
leaning and swinging gracefully outward, a mag-
nificent accent plant. 
 There is one species everybody should avoid: 
Watsonia meriana var. bulbillifera. The name 
bulbillifera tells it all: this plant has decided to 
replace flowers with small bulbs which will 
eventually fall to the ground and start a new 
plant which does the same, making them aggres-
sive weeds in suitable climates. Another word of 
caution: I was told by a friend who is an experi-
enced gardener that watsonias do best on lime-
free soils and may fail on lime. As I garden on 
granitic lime-free soil, my experience is no refer-
ence for this question. 
 Triteleia. The last spring-flowering bulbs are 
the Californian Triteleia. They come in blue, 
purplish blue, or yellow. Their flowering occurs 
at the end of the growing season, with leaves al-
ready withering or even completely dry. They 
benefit from some water until flowering is over. 
This is a new group of spring bulbs for me. They 
are best grown in large numbers and make quite 
an impact. 
 There are so many more — exotic-looking 
Ferraria with green-brown-yellow and black 
flowers, bright crocus-like Romulea, the large 
group of Ornithogalum, delightful dwarf Narcis-
sus; a whole collection could be started with Al-
lium alone; and look at the winter-growing 
Anemone and Ranunculus species, and last but 
not least the huge array of Mediterranean or-
chids, all of them spending the summer dormant 
as tubers. The orchids should never be disturbed 
in nature, but if obtained from cultivated sources, 
they can grow in any Mediterranean garden pro-
vided no herbicides or chemical fertilizers are in 
use. Common bulbs like Amaryllis belladonna, 
Scilla peruviana, and Freesia are no less attrac-
tive. 
 I would like to encourage garden owners to 

Cyclamen persicum pink form. True species. 



Page 7 

 Unusual Bulbs contõd 

 

experiment with new bulbs. There may the odd fail-
ure, as always in gardening, but an overall reward 
can be promised. 
 Further information on this huge group of fasci-
nating and beautiful plants can be found in the WIKI 
of the Pacific Bulb Society https://
www.pacificbulbsociety.org/pbswiki/index.php/
HomePage. 
 

 The PBS offers a seed and bulb exchange for 
members with an address in the EU twice a year 
where some of the mentioned bulbs or their seed 
may be offered.  https://www.pacificbulbsociety.org/
bxeu.html 
 There is a worldwide exchange for seed and a 
domestic exchange for bulbs through the US-based 
seed and bulb exchange, depending on the import 
restrictions of your home country. https://
www.pacificbulbsociety.org/bx.html 
 
Editorôs note: Johannes-Ulrich “Uli” Urban, a re-
tired physician, gardens in a mostly frost-free area in 
Portugal. Some recommendations in this article, es-
pecially of South African genera, are suitable for 
similarly mild climates, while some others can be 
extended to “cool Mediterranean” areas such as the 
North American Pacific Northwest. 
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Left: Geissorhiza splendidissima, from Silverhill seed, 3 years 

from seed but well worth it. Top right: Canarina canariensis. 

From the Canary Islands. Needs to be frost-free. Bottom right:  

Canarina canariensis tuber. 

https://www.pacificbulbsociety.org/pbswiki/index.php/HomePage
https://www.pacificbulbsociety.org/pbswiki/index.php/HomePage
https://www.pacificbulbsociety.org/pbswiki/index.php/HomePage
https://www.pacificbulbsociety.org/bxeu.html
https://www.pacificbulbsociety.org/bxeu.html
https://www.pacificbulbsociety.org/bx.html
https://www.pacificbulbsociety.org/bx.html
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Unusual Bulbs contõd 

Ferraria densepunctata. Photo: Arnold  
Trachtenberg. Arnold gives complete summer 
dry with cool storage. Lives in heated greenhouse 
no colder than 45Á F (7Á C). 

Romulea clusiana, native from Spain and Portugal to coastal 

northeast Africa. 

Gladiolus carneus, flowers in fall. This photo was taken  
after a good fall rain. 
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At the Feb. 29, 2023 PBS board meeting, three new 
board members were appointed to fill vacancies, and 
a current board member was appointed to fill a va-
cancy. Emil Friend was appointed to the Secretary 
position, Kristen Henty of New Zealand and Kath-
leen Sayce of Washington were appointed members-
at-large. Bridget Wosczyna, our current U.S. BX di-
rector has been appointed vice president, bringing 
our total board members to eleven.  
 An announcement on the PBS mail list and fo-
rum resulted in a record number of volunteers for 
these positions and the board was very pleased at the 
interest shown. PBS is run by volunteers; they man-
age our bulb and seed exchanges, pay our bills, keep 
track of members, manage book orders and the Bulb 
Garden, administrate and/or monitor the website and 
Wiki, and our presence on YouTube, Facebook and 
Instagram. We fulfill our mission of sharing and edu-
cating our members and the public by making availa-
ble a variety of access points on the world wide web. 
At the same time, we still use paper to reach mem-
bers who do not use computers or don’t have internet 
available. (Yes, there are still many places in the U.S 
and the rest of the world where if internet service is 
provided, it may still be dial-up.) 
 Many of you know Bridget, our new vice presi-
dent, so let me introduce our new board members 
who are scattered from New Zealand to Washington 
state and California. Since we already have members 
in Portugal and Germany, the board feels fortunate to 
have someone from the southern hemisphere to rep-
resent the many bulb lovers there. And yes, the time 
change is a little more complicated and complex to 
calculate but the geography lesson is welcome. 
 Kristen Henty joins us from the town of Kerikeri 
at the far northern tip of North Island, New Zealand. 
She has a PhD in biochemistry with several years of 
research and now works for a fruit exporter. She has 
a small nursery herself where she grows mainly sub-
tropicals which are very popular in New Zealand 
right now, but is building a stock of bulbs with par-
ticular interest in South Africans such as Lachenalia, 
Gladiolus and some genera in the Amaryllidaceae 
family. For those who are curious Kristen says she is 
21 hours ahead of Pacific Time (U.S. West Coast). 
 Emil Friend lives and works in Oakland, Califor-
nia where he gardens for himself and professionally 
for about 70 clients. He has a journalism degree and 
is the Landscape Operations Principal at Emil+Sweet 
Landscape Design and Management. For a bird’s eye 
view of a self-confessed bulb nut, see 

Tritonia deusta, from Silverhill Seed, South Africa. 

Announcements 

Above: Oxalis sp., fall-blooming. Below: Zantedeschia óGlencoeô, 

the best named clone. Goes dormant without summer irrigation. 

Prefers rich soil, fertilizer and moisture. 



President Robin Hansen opened the meeting at 9 a.m. Pacific 
Time. 
ATTENDING:  Uli Urban, Martin Bohnet, Jan Jeddeloh, Arnold 
Trachtenberg, Bridge Wosczyna, Jane McGary. 
MINUTES:  No corrections to the minutes. Arnold moved, Jan 
seconded to approve as read. Motion passed. 
 TREASURER’S REPORT: The balance was $29, 449, includ-
ing investments and available funds.  
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
Membership: Jane McGary will send report. Members are still 
renewing. 269 current renewed members. An additional 229 
have not renewed. 
US Exchange: Jan has announced she will receive seed dona-
tions from now until further notice. Bridget anticipates a bulb 
exchange in April. 
EU Exchange: Martin and Uli are about to open for donations, 
about the first of March, to be followed by a request for bulb 
donations. 
OLD BUSINESS:  
FORUM: Martin said that he and David had noticed a signifi-
cant increase in guest memberships, which is an unusual num-
ber, so they’ve been blocked pending the results of an          

Announcements contõd 
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www.friendandsweet.com. Emil is the new PBS 
secretary and replaces M. Gastil-Buhl who re-
cently resigned.  
 Kathleen Sayce is from Nahcotta, Washing-
ton state. If you look at a map of the state, Na-
hcotta is on a narrow north-south spit of land at 
the extreme southwest portion. She is principal, 
now semi-retired, of Shoalwater Botanical, 
which focuses solely on restoration garden de-
sign. She formerly managed USACE wetland 
permits and did wetland and ecological delinea-
tions for a variety of clients. A graduate of West-
ern Washington University in ecology, she has 
been a contributor to Pacific Horticulture maga-
zine, the Rock Garden Quarterly and the Bulb 
Garden. Her background in community involve-
ment and plant-related organizations is extensive 
and wide-ranging. While the rest of us were 
sloughing off during the pandemic, Kathleen 
spent her time determining the phenology of 
plant photos in the University of Washington 
vascular plant image collection (over 90,000 im-
ages of flowering plants…)  
 Contact information for board members is on 
page two. 
 

lll 

 

ATTENTION 

PBS Members 

  

/![[ Chw {t9/L![ DėÁĂġ !ĔĔûìÏÁġìĈĂě ãĈė aìÏėĈπ
ıÁİÙ tĈûûÙĂ {ġĥÕìÙě  

  

A PBS member has donated funds to be used specifically 
for the study of microwaving pollen to enhance or encour-

age pollination of difficult to cultivate bulbs, those in par-
ticular that rarely set seed, are self -sterile or set seed so 
poorly as to be unreliable to propagate by normal meth-
ods; in addition it is also suggested that a comparison of 

the genomes of parent and progeny, especially regarding 
expected increased homozygosity in the progeny. A link to 
further information which will provide some background 
information is at  

 
https://www.pacificbulbsociety.org/pbswiki/index.php/
Microwave  
 

There are some specific requirements for this grant, in-
cluding a requirement to write an article for the Bulb Gar-
den  at the end of the study. For further information, in-

cluding conditions, please contact Robin Hansen at  
robin@hansennursery.com   
  
Our standard grant application will be required. Please go 

to the Pacific Bulb Society website at:  
 
https://www.pacificbulbsociety.org/pbsforum/
index.php?page=grant  

 
Applications should be emailed to:  
Robin Hansen, President, PBS robin@hansennursery.com  
 

 

Just a reminder ñ  

if you havenõt renewed 

for 2023 ! 
 

We appreciate your supportñ 

 we would hate to lose you! 

 
http://www.pacificbulbsociety. 

org/membership.html 

 

and if you have moved, please tell us  

your new mailing address  

and your new email address,  

if that has changed. 

Board MeetingñFebruary 19, 2023 

http://www.friendandsweet.com
http://www.pacificbulbsociety.org/membership.html
http://www.pacificbulbsociety.org/membership.html
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Board Meeting contõd 

   

 

  

investigation. Robin said David has provided PBS with the annual cost 
for IT and related expense, about $540±, which he has been paying for 
quite some time. His plan is to begin transitioning some parts of the 
website/wiki/forum to Martin, with a goal of finishing the transition 
by the end of the year so he can retire. David will continue to manage 
the rental of the bare server but will now be reimbursed for all costs 
related. 
TIM ECK DONATION: We still do not have any interest in applying 
for this special grant money. Robin will contact Tim and ask what he 
would like to do, whether to continue advertising for applications or 
turn the money over to the general grant fund. 
MAURO PEIXOTO: Discussion followed about difficulties in receiv-
ing seeds from Brazil, the types seed available, etc. Jan said the latest 
shipment from Mauro was stopped by Brazilian customs so Mauro has 
reshipped.  
NEW BUSINESS: 
DUES INCREASE: This was discussed briefly but tabled. Postage 
costs continue to rise although printing costs are holding fairly steady. 
Jane pointed out she believes people join PBS, not for the Bulb Gar-
den but for the seed and bulb exchanges. However, unlike the forum 
and list, printed Bulb Gardens go to all members. Robin said that PBS 
has ad reciprocity with other plant groups that have journals, including 
NARGS from which we do get some new members. PBS would need 
to increase BG pages in order to provide room for ads because there 
are not enough pages now to include summaries of minutes or income 
and expense.  
APPOINTMENT OF NEW BOARD MEMBERS: The board nomi-
nated and unanimously approved the following members to various 
positions: Bridget Wosczyna to Vice-president, Emil Friend (CA) to 
Secretary, Kristen Henty (NZ) to board member at large, Kathleen 
Sayce (WA) to board member at large. An effort was made to appoint 
based on increasing representation from countries or states not already 
represented and to choose a diverse group with a variety of  experienc-
es and qualifications. The board already has representation from Ger-
many, Portugal, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Oregon. There were 
six volunteers for two open positions and because the bylaws allow up 
to 11 members, the board chose to appoint one additional member.  
ZOOM Programs: Jane reported that she is sending five of her talks to 
Robin to add introductions and endings. These talks will gradually be 
recorded and uploaded to YouTube. Uli has his ready but needs assis-
tance, which Martin will provide, but said he has successfully given 
his talk and used Zoom recording. 
EPHEMERAL AND NON-PBS SEED EXCHANGES: Brief discus-
sion confirmed that ephemeral seeds, etc. will continue to be an infor-
mal exchange between members. Any other exchanges through the 
forum or list must allow only members to participate.  
UPDATE OF BULB & SEED RESOURCE PAGE ON WEB: Robin 
is working on this and asked the board to send her any sources with 
which members have had good experiences so she can contact them to 
request information to publish. 
INSTAGRAM: Bridget has already volunteered to manage this aspect 
of PBS web presence. She and Jan made it clear that it’s useful pri-
marily as “eye candy” to entice new members and is not a source of 
information and cultural information, but viewers will see a referral to 
our website for further details and assistance.  
PACIFIC HORTICULTURE: Sarah Beck, Editor, has contacted and 
had some discussion with some board members about providing arti-
cles for their monthly online magazine. It would provide good expo-
sure but Robin thinks we could overstretch our volunteer manpower. 
Uli has indicated he is happy to write articles, as has Jane. Concern 
expressed by Robin and Jane regards control of editing which must 
remain with PBS. 
MEETING ADJOURNED: 10:48 a.m. PT. Next meeting is set for 
June 4, 2023. Time will be announced later after it is coordinated with 
New Zealand time. 
 

lll 

Pacific Bulb Society - Income & Expense Statement  

Fiscal Year 2022 

  

  TOTAL 

INCOME 

Dues - US Members 5,130.00 

Dues - Overseas Members 2,475.00 

US BX/SX Receipts 9,538.60 

EU BX/SX Receipts 1,655.00 

Book Sales - Hippeastrum 235.00 

Book Sales - Other 210.00 

Investment Income 704.62 

PayPal Pay Back 66.52 

Donations - General 0.00 

Donations - Eck, Restricted 600.00 

TOTAL INCOME $20,614.74 

    

EXPENSES 

Administrative Stipend 1,500.00 

Board Insurance E & O 339.02 

Book Purchases - Other 456.00 

Book Refunds 35.00 

BX Postage 1,687.72 

SX Postage 758.61 

BX Supplies 660.63 

EX Supplies 208.57 

Domain Registration Fee 48.75 

PayPal Fees 908.92 

Office Supplies - Administrative 1,037.36 

Quarterly - Editing 2,800.00 

Quarterly - Postage 1,681.54 

Quarterly - Printing 6,795.00 

Registered Agent Fees (501c3) 150.00 

Stamps.com Fees 299.88 

Software Expense 0.00 

Website - Domain and Hosting 0.00 

Website - IT 0.00 

TOTAL EXPENSES $19,367.00 

    

INCOME less EXPENSES $1,247.74 

Fiscal Year 2023 ñ Income & Expense 



PACIFIC BULB SOCIETY 

140 Lakeview Avenue  

Leonia NJ 07605  

www.pacificbulbsociety.org 
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Inside This Edition: 

 

  

 Unusual Bulbs for  

             Mediterranean Gardens 

  

  

   

       
          The Bulb Garden   © 2023 

The Bulb Garden is the newsletter of the Pacific Bulb Society (PBS).   It is published, if 
enough articles are submitted, around the third week of each quarter and is available to PBS 
members.  This newsletter provides gardening or bulb related articles, news of interest to 
members, and announcements of the PBS organization.       

Editor: Robin Hansen, robin@hansennursery.com    
     

Visit us online!  www.pacificbulbsociety.org/pbsforum/ 

Albuca sp. Photo: Johannes-Ulrich Urban. Plant is 
sterile but microwaving the pollen produced viable 
seed resulting in plants resembling the parent above. 

mailto:robin@hansennursery.com

